1
2

Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse / Whaleback Lighthouse

Portsmouth Harbor Beacon

Newsletter of the Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouses, a chapter of the American Lighthouse Foundation
www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org / www.lighthousefoundation.org

Quarterly Newsletter

Spring 2012

Thank you, Joanne!

New Season, New Paint at
Portsmouth Harbor Light
A few weeks before the start of the 2012 open
house season, a team of volunteers and staff of
Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouses and our
parent organization, the American Lighthouse
Foundation, completed the most extensive interior
painting at Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse in five
years.

Joanne Yeaton of Greenland, New Hampshire, a
founding member of Friends of Portsmouth
Harbor Lighthouses, has stepped down after 11
years as the organization’s vice chair.
Joanne was the recipient of an American
Lighthouse Foundation Len Hadley
Volunteerism Award in 2008. In spite of her
busy work schedule as a nurse, along with her
Robert Kearns, a member of the Friends of Portsmouth role as a musician with the Seacoast Wind
Harbor Lighthouses board of directors, applies paint to Ensemble, Joanne volunteered at many open
the cast-iron railing. Photo by Bob Trapani, Jr.
houses and other events over the years. Some of
the organization’s early board meetings were
held at her home.
Joanne wrote the following in 2005:

May 6, 2012: Day two painting crew. Clockwise: Janice
Desmarais, Bob Trapani, Jr. (under staircase), Ed
Stevenson, Jeremy D’Entremont and Ross Tracy (bottom
of staircase). Photo by Ann-Marie Trapani.

Janice Desmarais, a member of the Friends of
Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouses board of directors, at
work on the stairs. Photo by Ann-Marie Trapani.

The crew painted the entire 44-step cast-iron
stairway, including—with the aid of a 40-foot
ladder—the underside of each step. The floor,
walls, and ceiling at the top of the stairs were
painted, along with the ladder that leads to the
lantern room. It took several workdays to complete
the project.

Volunteer Ed Stevenson (left) and Ross Tracy, chairman
Left: Bob Trapani,
of Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouses, take a
Jr., executive
breather. Photo by Jeremy D’Entremont. Below: The
director of the
freshly painted stairway, photo by Ann-Marie Trapani.
American
Lighthouse
Foundation, painted
the underside of the
stairs. “It was a
great team effort –
and a lot of fun,
too!” he commented.
Photo by Jeremy
D’Entremont.

“Nothing moves the imagination like a lighthouse.” – Samuel Adams Drake

“I was born and raised in Portsmouth and as a
young girl I rode my bicycle past the fort and
always gazed at the lighthouse. What a beautiful
sight... a white lighthouse w/black trim standing
so stately against the blue water and blue sky…
It is such a pleasure to be at the water's edge
standing beside this beautiful beacon in New
Castle.”
All of us at FPHL wish Joanne all the best in the
future, and we thank for her many contributions
as a board member and volunteer.

Joanne Yeaton cleaning inside Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse. Photo by Jeremy D’Entremont.
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Open Houses underway at
Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse
th

Our 12 season of open houses at Portsmouth
Harbor Lighthouse in New Castle, NH, got off to a
rousing start, with 151 visitors on Sunday, May 27.
The lighthouse will be open every Sunday
afternoon, 1 to 5 p.m., through Columbus Day
weekend in October. Full details are available on
our website at
www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org.
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2012 Events

E. J. Warren is award recipient

(Check our website or call 603-431-9155
for details)

At the American Lighthouse Foundation’s
annual Lighthouse Gala on April 28, held this
year at the Four Points by Sheraton in Eastham,
Mass., volunteers of each of ALF’s chapters
were recognized for their outstanding volunteer
contributions. The recipient of the Len Hadley
Volunteerism Award for Friends of Portsmouth
Harbor Lighthouses was E. J. Warren of
Manchester, NH.

Sunset Lighthouse Cruise from Rye Harbor –
June 22, 7 to 9 p.m.
Join us aboard the M/V Granite State, departing
from Rye Harbor on Route 1A in Rye, NH. This
annual event features expert narration and raffle
prizes. The cruise will pass close to Portsmouth
Harbor Lighthouse, Whaleback Lighthouse, and
White Island Lighthouse in the Isles of Shoals.
Tickets are $25 each. Call Granite State Whale
Watch at 1-800-964-5545 for reservations.
Haunted Lighthouse and Fort Tours - June 30,
July 14, August 25, and September 29. (Three
tours each evening - 7:00, 8:45, and 10:30 p.m.;
each tour lasts about 90 minutes and is limited
to 16 persons.)

Volunteer Ed Stevenson chatted with visitors before they
climbed the lighthouse.

Join author and radio personality Ron Kolek of the
New England Ghost Project, along with author and
lighthouse historian Jeremy D’Entremont, for a
rare nighttime walking tour of Fort Constitution
and Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse. You’ll hear
about the paranormal investigations at the fort and
lighthouse that have indicated the presence of a
number of otherworldly residents. Not
recommended for children under 12. $20 per
person.
Evening Cruises from Kittery Point - July 18,
August 15, and September 12, 6:00 to 8:20 p.m.

Volunteer Sam Knowles (in green shirt) told visitors
about the history of the lighthouse.

Join Captain Neil Odams for a historical tour of the
Piscataqua River basin, with points of interest on
both the Maine and New Hampshire shore
including historic forts, the Portsmouth Naval
Shipyard, Whaleback Lighthouse, and Portsmouth
Harbor Lighthouse. The 80-minute cruise aboard
the 14-passenger Sir William Pepperrell leaves
from the Kittery Point dock, behind Captain and
Patty’s restaurant at 90 Pepperrell Road, Kittery
Point, Maine. $19 per person.
Five Lighthouse Cruise from Rye Harbor –
September 15, 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Volunteer Ruth Knowles spoke to a group in the
lighthouse watch room, sharing stories of past keepers of
the light.
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L to R: American Lighthouse Foundation President
Eric Davis; Friends of Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouses Chairman Ross Tracy; and award
recipient E. J. Warren. Photo by Ann-Marie Trapani.

For almost the entire 2011 open house season at
Portsmouth Harbor Light, E.J. was the only
volunteer who was there every single week. She
stopped coming at the end of the season only
because her new job prevented it. Until then,
she was the first person at the lighthouse every
Sunday. She helped set up the merchandise
tables and literature, and she staffed the
merchandise table most of the time. E.J.’s
friendly banter with visitors created a favorable
first impression for many visitors.

Fort Stark Museum Open Saturdays
The museum in the old ordnance machine shop
at Fort Stark in New Castle, just down the road
from Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse, will be
open Saturdays this season, 12 to 4 p.m. The
museum, staffed by volunteers, houses military
equipment used at Fort Stark during World War
II along with a display of shipwrecks in the
New Castle area.

Join us aboard the M/V Granite State for the most
extensive lighthouse cruise in this area! We will
travel to White Island Light, Boon Island Light,
Cape Neddick “Nubble” Light, Whaleback Light,
and Portsmouth Harbor Light. We’ll also enjoy
great views of the Isles of Shoals, southern coastal
Maine, Portsmouth, and the Piscataqua River. The
cruise will be narrated and there will be a raffle
with lots of great prizes. There is a snack bar on
board the vessel. Tickets are $45 for adults and $30
for children under 12. Call 1-800-964-5545 for
reservations.
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Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouses

Deane Rykerson honored at
ALF Gala
At the recent American Lighthouse
Foundation Gala, historic preservation
architect Deane Rykerson of Kittery, Maine,
was presented a Distinguished Community
Service Award for his dedication to the
restoration of Whaleback Lighthouse.
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L I G H T H O U S E

Deane has been integral in the development of
plans for a docking system at Whaleback. As a
Kittery Point resident, Deane has taken a strong
personal interest in Whaleback Lighthouse. His
passion for the project has led him to make a
number of trips to the lighthouse, in spite of the
lack of landing facilities. Once, when it was
realized that loose glass blocks in one of the
tower’s window could allow water to enter and
cause damage, Deane traveled out by himself in
his small inflatable boat, made the difficult
landing at the ledge, and sealed the glass blocks
securely so that they would stand up to winter
storms.

F O U N D A T I O N
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2012 Open Houses at Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse will be on Sundays, 1 to 5 p.m.,
from Memorial Day weekend to Columbus Day
weekend. For details and information on more
events, visit
www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org
2012 Board of Directors
Ross Tracy, Chairman
Janice Desmarais, Secretary
William Marshall, Treasurer
Sharon Mills, Director-at-large
Pat Heffernan, Director-at-large
Robert Kearns, Director-at-large
Sam Knowles, Director-at-large
Ron Kolek, Director-at-large
Staff

Deane Rykerson, left, receives his Distinguished
Community Service Award from ALF First Vice
President and FPHL Chairman Ross Tracy.

Jeremy D'Entremont, Operations Manager

Whaleback Lighthouse

Polishing a rare gem

Pulpit Rock Tower

Lighthouse takes a shower

Volunteers Bob Hancock and Peter Mason, along
with operations manager Jeremy D’Entremont,
cleaned the fourth-order Fresnel lens in Portsmouth
Harbor Light in April, using the Coast Guard’s
prescribed methods and cleaning solution (distilled
water, alcohol, and a tiny bit of Woolite). The stillactive lens dates to the 1800s and was created by
the Henry-Lepaute Company of Paris.

It’s tough to beat the view from Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse, but if there’s a comparable view in the
New Hampshire Seacoast region, it has to be the
one awaiting visitors at the top of the Pulpit Rock
Tower in Rye.

When it was freshly painted in June 2010,
Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse looked brand new.
Its pristine state didn’t last for long, unfortunately.
In July 2011, the exterior of the tower was
suddenly and mysteriously covered with black
soot. Our best guess is that the soot floated down
from large forest fires in Canada.

Bob Hancock

The 73-foot-high cylindrical concrete tower was
built as a lookout post during World War II. Of
fourteen towers built to defend Portsmouth Harbor, It was hoped that rain would wash the gunk away,
only Pulpit Rock Tower remains owned by the
but ten months worth of showers and storms served
public in near-original condition.
only to spread the soot over more of the surface. In
May 2012, workers from the J.B. Leslie Company
were hired to power wash the lighthouse. Working
The Friends of Pulpit Rock Tower, Inc., is a
nonprofit corporation with the mission to preserve, over two days with a high powered washer, the
restore, and maintain Pulpit Rock Tower and create crew was able to remove almost all of the soot,
leaving the 1878 lighthouse gleaming white once
public access to the tower. The group holds
again.
occasional public open houses. Visit
www.friendsofpulpitrocktower.org for information
on the open houses, directions, and more
information.

Workers from the J. B. Leslie Company power washed
Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse in May 2012.
Peter Mason
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Pulpit Rock Tower from the air
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Membership in Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouses
We’d love to have you as a member. Members receive discounts on FPHL merchandise at events, and receive our newsletter and emails with
up-to-the-minute news and announcements. Memberships at the $100 level and higher also include a $25 “assistant keeper” membership in the
American Lighthouse Foundation. Also, please let us know if you’re interested in volunteering at open houses or other events. To join, please
fill out the form below and mail with a check or money order (payable to FPHL) and mail to Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouses PO Box
8232, Portsmouth, NH 03802-8232. You can also join through our website at www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org.
Annual dues (dues in all categories and other donations are tax-deductible):
Commissioner: $500 ___ Inspector: $250 ___ Keeper: $100 ___ Assistant Keeper: $50 ___
Family Membership: $25 ___ Individual Membership: $15 ___ Child Membership (12 or under): $5 ___
Name ______________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________ City/State: _______________________
Zip code: ___________________ Phone: _____________________ Email address: _________________________
You may also pay with a Visa or MasterCard. Please fill in your name and contact information above along with the credit card information below.
Card number _____________________________________ Exp. date _________________________________ Three-digit security code _________
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