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It’s Our Tenth
Anniversary!

• Repainted Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse
and installed deterrents to prevent birds
from nesting on the tower.

In 2000, Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse in
New Castle, NH, was one of a number of
lighthouses whose care was licensed by the
U.S. Coast Guard to the American
Lighthouse Foundation (ALF). Friends of
Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse (FPHL) was
founded in June 2001 as a chapter of ALF,
with the mission of preserving the lighthouse
and its associated structures, as well as its
history, and the sharing of these resources
with the public.

• Had a Historic Structure Report completed
on Whaleback Lighthouse.

Our mission grew much larger in 2009 when
ALF acquired ownership of Whaleback
Lighthouse in Kittery, Maine, under the
provisions of the National Historic
Lighthouse Preservation Act, and FPHL
became the managing entity for the 1872
lighthouse.
To reflect the wider mission, we’ve recently
changed the name of FPHL by adding an “s”
after “lighthouse.” The two lighthouses are
about a mile from each other at the entrance
to Portsmouth Harbor.

• Completed stabilization work on
Whaleback Lighthouse.

• Sponsored an exhibit on Whaleback
Lighthouse at the Discover Portsmouth
Center.

Portsmouth Harbor Light (left) in New
Castle, NH, and Whaleback Light in
Kittery, Maine.

Here are a few of our accomplishments over
the past decade:
• Provided historical tours of Portsmouth
Harbor Lighthouse for more than 15,000
visitors.
• Rebuilt the 84-foot wooden walkway
leading to Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse,
which had greatly deteriorated.
• Refurbished the 1903 oil house at
Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse.

• Provided narrated cruises from Rye, NH,
and Kittery, Maine, for thousands of people.
• Hosted TV crews from WMUR-TV (New
Hampshire Chronicle), New England Cable
News, and the Syfy Channel (Ghost
Hunters).
We extend our sincere thanks to all the
volunteers, visitors, contractors, cruise
providers, and everyone who has helped us
in our mission over the past decade.
Special thanks to the U.S. Coast Guard,
especially the personnel of Coast Guard
Station Portsmouth Harbor, for their
cooperation and support. Thanks also to the
dedicated staff and volunteers of the
American Lighthouse Foundation.

Tenth Anniversary Celebration with Neptune’s Car on June 25
The upstairs windows of Captain and Patty's restaurant in Kittery, Maine, offer a panoramic view
that encompasses our two lighthouses, making it the perfect setting for our tenth anniversary
celebration. The featured performers will be Neptune’s Car, a folk duo consisting of Holly Hanson
and Steve Hayes. Holly and Steve will perform their carefully-crafted story songs, including
"Lighthouse Keeper." Holly sings in a smooth, relaxing vocal style as she relates each tale in rich
detail while Steve’s expressive guitar playing thoughtfully supports each melody.
Performing an opening set will be Seacoast Men of Harmony, a men's singing group based in
Dover and dedicated to good barbershop harmony. There will also be a raffle at the event, with all
proceeds benefiting FPHL.

Steve Hayes and Holly Hanson of
Neptune’s Car

The event will be upstairs at Captain & Patty's Restaurant, 90 Pepperell Road (Rte 103), Kittery
Point, ME. Tickets are $10.00 per person in advance, or $12.00 per person at the door. A menu
will be available for purchase that includes appetizers and pizza, or you can order from the
restaurant's regular dinner menu. There will be a cash bar. Tickets are available at
www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org or by calling 603-431-9155.

“Nothing moves the imagination like a lighthouse.” ~ Samuel Adams Drake

P O R T S M O U T H

A Visit to Wood Island
On May 12, William Marshall, Deane Rykerson, and
Jeremy D’Entremont of FPHL were part of a group
that visited the Wood Island Lifesaving Station in
Kittery, Maine, as the guests of George Fox. Wood
Island is located a short distance from Whaleback
Lighthouse at the mouth of the Piscataqua River.
Fox is leading a new effort to save this historic
treasure, built in 1908. You can read all about the
effort at www.savewoodisland.com. FPHL supports
the goal of restoring the Wood Island Lifesaving
Station, one of the maritime jewels of our region.

ALF Honors Brian Tague with
“Keeper of the Light” Award

Above: Brian Tague and ALF President Jeremy
D’Entremont at the ALF Gala in Portsmouth, NH, on
April 16. Photo by Ann-Marie Trapani.
The American Lighthouse Foundation’s “Keeper
of the Light Award” honors individuals in the
lighthouse community who have contributed in a
significant manner to the preservation of
America’s lighthouses and their heritage. For his
dedication to the mission of the Flying Santa over
the past 20 years, the award was presented at
ALF’s annual Gala on April 16, 2011, to Brian
Tague, president of Friends of Flying Santa. The
Flying Santa is a tradition that dates back to 1929,
when Christmas presents were dropped from a
plane at New England light stations to express
gratitude for the important work of lighthouse
keepers and their families. The flights continue
today primarily as an expression of thanks for the
work of the U.S. Coast Guard. In 2010, three
separate flights delivered gifts to more than 600
children of Coast Guard families. See
www.flyingsanta.org to learn more about Friends
of Flying Santa.
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Ron Kolek Honored at
ALF Gala
Above (L to R): Ron Kolek, FPHL Chairman Ross Tracy,
and ALF President Jeremy D’Entremont. Photo by AnnMarie Trapani.
The American Lighthouse Foundation (ALF) held its
annual Lighthouse Gala on April 16, 2011, at the
Sheraton Harborside Hotel in Portsmouth, NH. At
the event, more than a dozen ALF volunteers were
honored as recipients of the Len Hadley
Volunteerism Award.
The award was named for Len Hadley, one of the
original founders of the organization in 1994. Len
was a stellar volunteer for a number of ALF projects
throughout the years. When he sadly passed away
in October 2000, the ALF board of directors honored
his uncommon dedication by naming an award after
him that would recognize other outstanding ALF
volunteers for the same passion, selflessness, and
commitment to lighthouse preservation for which
Len stood.
FPHL’s award winner this year, Ron Kolek, is best
known for his work in the paranormal field. He is
the founder and lead investigator for New England
Ghost Project. He hosts the internet radio talk show
Ghost Chronicles and he is the author of two popular
books on the paranormal. His exploits have been
documented in many newspaper, television, radio,
and magazine articles, and he is internationally
known with features in the U.K., Germany, and
China.
Ron was honored at the Gala for his role in
developing and running some very successful
fundraising events at Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse. His “haunted tours” and a public
“Ghost Hunt” in 2010 raised nearly $5,000 for FPHL.
All of these events were sold out, and the feedback
from participants was uniformly positive. The key
to Ron’s events is audience participation. Whether
you believe or not, Ron has a way of making the
paranormal fun. He once said, “You share what you
find and let people decide what they think. Go in
with an open mind, and you’ll learn more than you
would have with a closed mind.” Ron also serves on
the board of directors for FPHL.
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Gary Sredzienski receives
ALF’s Distinguished
Lighthouse Community
Service Award at ALF Gala
Above: Musician and swimmer Gary Sredzienski
entertained attendees of the American Lighthouse
Foundation’s Gala on April 16, 2011. Photo by AnnMarie Trapani.
The American Lighthouse Foundation’s
“Distinguished Lighthouse Community Service
Award” honors one individual each year who has
contributed in a significant fashion to the mission of
the American Lighthouse Foundation as a
professional or in a volunteer capacity.
For his incredible commitment during the “Swim
for the Lights” event, when he swam four miles in
the frigid February waters of the Piscataqua River
and raised more than $9,000 for lighthouse
preservation, and also in recognition for everything
Gary does for the community at large, ALF
presented Gary Sredzienski with the organization’s
Distinguished Lighthouse Community Service
Award for 2011.
In 2008 Gary raised over $17,000 for the Krempels
Brain Injury Foundation by being the first in winter
to swim six miles from Portsmouth to the Isles of
Shoals. He also swam the Piscataqua River for
Seacoast Hospice, and he raised $16,000 for Share
Our Strength by swimming five and a half miles of
the York River in December 2009.
Gary is a virtuoso accordionist, and he presents
music education programs in schools on a regular
basis. In 1990, he was sponsored to undertake a
national tour, performing for 93 nursing homes in 15
states over a five-week period. He received a “Point
of Light” award for that effort. Gary continues to
perform at nursing homes, and he also offers
programs for mentally and physically disabled
students.
Visit www.garysred.com to learn more about Gary.
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2011-2012 Board of
Directors
Ross Tracy, Chairman
Joanne Yeaton, Vice Chairman
Sharon Mills, Secretary
William Marshall, Treasurer
Janice Desmarais, Director-atlarge
Pat Heffernan, Director-atlarge
Robert Kearns, Director-atlarge
Sam Knowles, Director-at-large
Ron Kolek, Director-at-large

2011 Events

Staff
Jeremy D'Entremont,
Operations Manager

More information at www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org
D

Open Houses at Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse
Sundays, 1:00 to 5:00 p.m., May 29 - October 9. $4
for adults and $2 for children 12 and under.
No reservations are needed; the guided tours are on
a first come, first served basis. Children must be at
least 42 inches tall to climb to the top, and adults
are not permitted to carry children up the stairs.
Visitors are invited to climb to the top to enjoy the
view and to see the fourth-order Fresnel lens up
close. There are 44 stairs to the watch room and a
7-rung ladder to the lantern room. Flat shoes (not
sandals or flip-flops) are recommended to climb the
ladder into the lantern room.

Tuesday Evening Lighthouse Cruises
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m., June 14 to September 6
This 80-minute narrated cruise leaves from the town
dock at Pepperrell Cove in Kittery Point, behind
Enoteca (Frisbee’s Market) and Captain and Patty’s
restaurant on Route 103 (Pepperrell Road). Join
Captain Neil Odams for a historical tour of the
Piscataqua River basin, with points of interest on
both the Maine and New Hampshire shore. All
proceeds from the Tuesday evening cruises benefit
Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouses. There's
room for 15 people on each cruise. The cost is $18
for adults, $15 for children 12 and under. You can
call 603-431-9155 or email
info@portsmouthharborlighthouse.org to make a
reservation.
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Haunted Lighthouse & Fort Tours
June 18, July 16, and August 13; 7:00, 8:45, and
10:30 p.m.
Join author and radio personality Ron Kolek of the
New England Ghost Project, along with author and
lighthouse historian Jeremy D'Entremont, for a rare
nighttime walking tour of Fort Constitution and
Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse. Ron will discuss
investigation methods, and Jeremy will fill in the
history behind the ghostly tales. Cost is $20 per
person.

Sunset Lighthouse Cruise
Friday June 24, 2011, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Join us for a Sunset Lighthouse Cruise aboard the
M/V Granite State, departing from Rye Harbor on
Route 1A in Rye, NH. The cruise will pass close to
Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse, Whaleback
Lighthouse, and White Island Lighthouse in the
Isles of Shoals. There is a snack bar on board and
there will be raffles and narration on the history of
the lighthouses. Tickets are $20 each. Call Granite
State Whale Watch at 603-964-5545 for
reservations.

Joshua K. Card Day

Joshua Kenney Card, longtime keeper (1874-1909)
of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse. The memorial
gathering will include readings about Joshua Card's
life, as well as a special performance of the song
"Lighthouse Keeper" by Neptune's Car.

FPHL 10th Anniversary
Celebration with Neptune’s Car
Saturday, June 25, 2011, 7:00 p.m. See page 1.

Ghost Hunt with NEGP
Saturday September 10, 2011, 8:00 p.m.-midnight
Join Ron Kolek and other members of New
England Ghost Project, along with representatives
of FPHL, for a paranormal investigation.
Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse and adjacent Fort
Constitution were featured on SciFi’s Ghost
Hunters TV show. Don’t miss this rare opportunity.
Space is limited! Tickets are $60 per person,
advance reservations are required. This event is
limited to persons 16 years old and older.

Five Lighthouse Cruise
Saturday, September 17, 2011, 8:30 a.m. to 1:00
p.m., from Rye Harbor (on Route 1A) aboard the
M/V Granite State.

Saturday, June 25, 2011, 4:00 p.m., at the Riverside View Portsmouth Harbor, Whaleback, White
Cemetery (174 Route 1B), in New Castle, NH
Island, Boon Island, and Cape Neddick "Nubble"
Light. There will be raffles on board and narration
The public is invited to join us for a
on the history of the lighthouses. Tickets are $35
commemorative gathering (no admission fee)
for adults, $25 for children under 12. For
marking the 100th anniversary of the death of
reservations, call 603-964-5545.
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Membership in Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouses
We’d love to have you as a member. Members receive discounts on FPHL merchandise at events, and receive our newsletter and emails with up-to-theminute news and announcements. Also, please let us know if you’re interested in volunteering at open houses or other events. To join, please fill out the
form below and mail with a check or money order (payable to FPHL) and mail to Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouses PO Box 8232, Portsmouth,
NH 03802-8232.
Membership levels of $100 and above include a $25 membership in our parent organization, the American Lighthouse Foundation.
Annual dues (dues in all categories and other donations are tax-deductible):
Commissioner: $500 ___ Inspector: $250 ___ Keeper: $100 ___ Assistant Keeper: $50 ___
Family Membership: $25 ___ Individual Membership: $15 ___ Child Membership (12 or under): $5 ___
Name ______________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________ City/State: _______________________
Zip code: ___________________ Phone: _____________________ Email address: _________________________
You
may also pay with a Visa or Mastercard. Please fill in your name and contact information above along with the credit card information below.

Card number _____________________________________ Exp. date _________________________________ Three-digit security code _________

Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouses !

Spring 2011

PO Box 8232
Portsmouth, NH 03802-8232

Address label

