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2011 Raffle in the
Home Stretch
On October 9, following our last open house
of the 2011 season at Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse, we’ll be drawing the winning
tickets for our 2011 raffle. First prize is a
Whaleback Lighthouse Replica created by
Steven Wright of American Lawn Lights.
The finely detailed replica is 36 inches high
and 12 inches wide and is made of pine
(suggested for indoor use only). It has a
working flashing beacon much like the real
thing. Visit Steven's website:
www.americanlawnlights.com
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Lighthouse at Sunset.” Fourth Prize is a
framed 12" square print of a painting of
Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse by
Maureen Dolan. Ten winners will also
receive signed limited edition prints of
Randall Peterson’s pointilist drawing of
Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse.
Tickets are $5.00 each or 5 for $20.00, To
order tickets, please send your check or
money order, payable to FPHL, to: Friends
of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouses P.O. Box
8232 Portsmouth, NH 03802-8232. Please
include your name, phone, and email address.
You can also buy tickets at our Sunday
afternoon open houses at Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse, or on our website at
www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org.

Second prize is a framed painting by Julia
O’Malley-Keyes, “Parade of Sails in
Brooklin, Maine.” The print is 12 by 18”,
matted and framed in a 24 by 30” frame. Ms.
O'Malley-Keyes is one of the most collected
contemporary marine artists. For more
information, visit www.dayhillfineart.com.
Third Prize is a framed 11x14 photo by
Ross Tracy, “Portsmouth Harbor

Above, this replica of Whaleback
Lighthouse created by Steven
Wright of American Lawn Lights
is first prize in the 2011 raffle.
Left, this painting by Julia
O’Malley-Keyes is the second
prize.

A Wedding at Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse
Amanda and Mike Morrow were married at Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse on June 20, 2011. Amanda shares her thoughts about their big
day:
Lighthouses have always held a special place in our hearts
:
and we collect them but our absolute favorite is right here at
home in New Hampshire. The lighthouse has such rich
history, not just in the tower but everywhere including the
historic fort it is nestled beside. From the first time we visited
the fort and were able to see the lighthouse beyond the walls
we were amazed. The day we were finally able to tour the
lighthouse was a dream come true. As we walked through and
explored the amazing building, we were truly honored to
share in its long history. We feel that by building history here
together we were keeping the story and history of the
lighthouse alive. The big day was like a fairy tale and was
beyond our expectations. We are deeply grateful for the
opportunity we had and the experience was like no other. We
are so thankful to the Friends of Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouses!
“Nothing moves the imagination like a lighthouse.” ~ Samuel Adams Drake
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Alabaster Blue

Volunteer Appreciation
Dinner on October 22
Join us on Saturday, October 22, 2011, from 6
to 9 p.m., for an evening of enjoyable a
cappella music and a spaghetti dinner at the
Kittery Lions Club, 117 State Road (Route 1) in
Kittery, Maine.
Featured will be a performance by Alabaster
Blue, the University of New Hampshire’s
premier co-ed a cappella group. Also
performing will be the Seacoast Men of
Harmony (below), a men’s singing group
based in Dover, NH, and dedicated to good
barbershop harmony.

Neil Odams

Big Thanks to Captain
Neil!
For the third consecutive year, Captain Neil
Odams of Kittery, Maine, has donated the
proceeds from every Tuesday evening cruise
aboard his boat, the Sir William Pepperrell, to
Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouses.
These cruises have raised thousands of dollars
for us and have made it possible for many
people to learn more about our lighthouses
and the beautiful Piscataqua River region.
Bravo to Captain Neil!
A nice way to say thank you would be to stop
in for a meal at Neil’s restaurant, Captain and
Patty’s at 90 Pepperrell Road in Kittery Point,
for a meal. The seafood is amazing! If you
dine at the restaurant, be sure to tell them how
much appreciate all that Neil has done to
support our efforts.

Watches must be kept at all stations where
there is an assistant. The keeper on watch
must remain in the watch room and give
continuous attention to the light while he is on
duty. When there is no assistant, the keeper
must visit the light at least twice during the
night between 8 p.m. and sunrise; and on
stormy nights the light must be constantly
looked after.
He must be careful to prevent waste, theft, or
misapplication of light-house property.
Light-keepers must not engage in any traffic
on light-house premises, and they must not
permit it by any one else. They must not carry
on any business or trade elsewhere which will
cause them to be often absent from the
premises, or to neglect, in any way, their
proper duties.
Untidiness will be strongly reprehended, and
its continuance will subject a keeper to
dismissal.
It is the duty of light-keepers to aid wrecked
persons as far as lies in their power.

Dinner will include the following:
Bread and Butter
Salad and two Dressings
Spaghetti and Meatballs
Brownies and Cookies
Coffee, Lemonade, Ice Tea

Our volunteers will be honored at this event.
The cost is $15 for non-members, and $10 for
members and volunteers of Friends of
Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouses.
Advance tickets are available on our website
at www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org.

1881 Instructions to
Employees of the Lighthouse
Service [Excerpts]
The Keeper is responsible for the care and
management of the light, and for the station in
general. He must enforce a careful attention to
duty on the part of his assistants; and the
assistants are strictly enjoined to render
prompt obedience to his lawful orders.
Light-keepers may leave their stations to
attend divine worship on Sundays, to procure
needful supplies, and on important public
occasions.
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The visits of the Inspector or Engineer, or of
the lampist or machinist, and an account of
any work going on or delivery of stores must
be noted; as also any item of interest
occurring in the vicinity, such as the state of
the weather, or other similar matter. The
books must be kept in ink, with neatness, and
must always be kept up to date.
Lights may be extinguished when navigation
is entirely suspended, but must always be
shown if it is at all possible for vessels to
benefit by them.
Keepers must continue their lights as long as
possible in the fall without endangering their
lives by being caught in the ice; and must
return to their stations as early in the spring as
the ice will permit.

"Keepers are forbidden to use any
other materials for cleaning and
Spring 2011
polishing than those supplied by the
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Travels with Sharon
Sharon Mills, secretary of FPHL, has photographed more than 1200
lighthouses in her world travels.

2011-2012 Board of
Directors

On Saturday, July 9, my husband Bob I took the
Ultimate Lighthouse Cruise out of Providence,
Rhode Island, sponsored by Save the Bay. We
saw 21 lighthouses and sites of past lights. The
cruise lasted about seven hours on the Alletta
Morris. The highlight of the cruise was a
stopover at Rose Island Lighthouse, which
enabled us to tour the lighthouse and grounds and
to climb the tower, providing a wonderful view of
the area. It was special to eat our lunch beside the
lighthouse in such a beautiful spot. Although this
is not an ALF lighthouse, it is open to the public
and people not only can spend the night there, but
have the experience of performing lighthouse
keeper duties. It is a beautifully restored island
lighthouse.

Ross Tracy, Chairman
Joanne Yeaton, Vice Chairman
Sharon Mills, Secretary
William Marshall, Treasurer
Janice Desmarais, Director-atlarge
Pat Heffernan, Director-atlarge
Robert Kearns, Director-atlarge
Sam Knowles, Director-atlarge
Ron Kolek, Director-at-large
Staff
Jeremy D'Entremont,
Operations Manager

Rose Island Light, photo by Sharon Mills

At Goat Island, located off Cape Porpoise, a
$1 million project this summer has included
the rebuilding of a long-gone bell tower, a
fuel storage building, and a covered walkway
connecting the keeper's house to the
lighthouse tower. The project has been the
culmination of five years of permitting and
fundraising by the Kennebunkport
Conservation Trust.

Major projects at Goat
Island and Wood Island,
Maine
Two of our closest lighthouse neighbors to the
north, Goat Island Light in Kennebunkport,
Maine, and Wood Island Light in Biddeford
Pool, Maine, are in the midst of major
restoration projects.
The American Lighthouse Foundation and its
chapter, Friends of Wood Island Lighthouse
(FOWIL), contracted the J.B. Leslie
Company of South Berwick, Maine, to restore
the historic 1858 lighthouse keeper’s house at
Wood Island. The project began in August
with the removal of an enclosed front porch,
an element that was added in relatively recent
years by the Coast Guard. The Leslie crew
has removed other non-historic and
deteriorated components, and they have
repointed all masonry.
Uncovered by the removal of the modern
porch was a set of old stone steps and a brick
landing. “You don’t necessarily anticipate
uncovering aspects like this all the time, “
said Jim Leslie of the J. B. Leslie Company,
“but we’ve done enough historic projects to
know that on occasion, a once-concealed
treasure can be rediscovered.”

Spring 2011

Bartlett Builders subcontracted the project
with Chesterfield Associates, a marine
contractor experienced with lighthouse
projects. Bartlett provided the landing craft
and heavy equipment.
According to Goat Island caretaker Scott
Dombrowski, the next step is to establish a $2
The porch will be restored to its 1906
million endowment for the property. “To
appearance. “Along with the tower,” Leslie
promote that,” he said, “is a means of making
said, “the reconstructed porch, with its Tuscan sure all this hard work doesn't go in vain in
round columns atop stone piers, will stand out the future.”
as a distinctive feature of the light station
when the public visits in the future.”
Photo by Bob Trapani, Jr.

The $211,550 project, funded jointly by the
American Lighthouse Foundation and
FOWIL, will be completed later this fall.
Through seasonal boat tours, Friends of Wood
Island Lighthouse hosts 800 to 1000 visitors
to the light station each year; see
www.woodislandlighthouse.org for more
information.

Courtesy of the Kennebunkport
Conservation Trust
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You may also pay with a Visa or Mastercard. Please fill in your name and contact information above along with the credit card information below.
Card number _____________________________________ Exp. date _________________________________ Three-digit security code _________

Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouses

Spring 2011

PO Box 8232
Portsmouth, NH 03802-8232

Address label

