2009 Portsmouth
Harbor Lighthouse
Open House
Schedule
Saturdays, 1:00
p.m. to 5:00 p.m. May 30, June 13,
June 27, July 11,
July 25, Aug. 8,
Aug. 22, Sept. 5,
Sept. 19, Oct. 3,
Oct. 17
NEW! Haunted
Lighthouse Open
Houses with
Special Guests
from the New
England Ghost
Project
Sundays, 1:00 p.m.
to 4:00 p.m. June
14, July 12,
August 2

To climb the lighthouse, a
donation of $2 for adults
and $1 for children is
suggested. No children
less than 42 inches tall are
permitted to climb to the
top.
Join us for a
lighthouse cruise
from Rye Harbor!
Sunset Cruises
June 19 and July
24, 2009, 7:00 p.m.

Narrated cruise past three
lighthouses and the
historic Isles of Shoals.
Tickets are $20.
Five Lighthouses
Cr ui s e
Sept. 12, 2009,
8:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

This narrated cruise will
pass close to White Island
Light, Boon Island Light,
Cape Neddick Light,
Whaleback Light, and
Portsmouth Harbor Light.
$35 for adults and $25 for
children under 12.
Visit www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org for
details.
Call (603) 964-5545 for
cruise reservations.

PizzaFest with Music by Shannachie
A Benefit for Whaleback Lighthouse
ASaturday
Benefit
May 16, 2009, at 6:00 p.m.

Kittery Lions Club, 117 State Road (Route 1), Kittery, Maine
Join the Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse for a unique and tasty event! Sample
the best offerings from more than 12 pizza restaurants in the Portsmouth/Kittery area.
Along with pizza, there will be salad, soft drinks, and cookies. There will also be a
silent auction with great prizes, including tickets for the Ogunquit Playhouse and gift
certificates for local restaurants. Music by Shannachie will enliven the evening. Since
1995, they’ve been entertaining people with Irish pub sing-along songs all over New
England.
The proceeds will go to the restoration effort for Whaleback Lighthouse in Kittery.
You can buy tickets online at www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org, or you can send a
check ($20 for adults, $15 for seniors 65 and over, $10 for children 12 and under),
made out to: Whaleback Committee of FPHL, to: Friends of Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse, P.O. Box 8232, Portsmouth, NH 03802-8232.
See www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org or call 603-431-9155 for more information.

Lighthouse History Talk on May 27
On Wednesday, May 27, at 7:00 p.m., Jeremy D’Entremont will give a presentation on
the history of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse and Whaleback Lighthouse in the
Levenson Room of the Portsmouth Public Library. Admission is free. D’Entremont is
operations manager of Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse and historian for the
American Lighthouse Foundation.

Polishing a Gem

We’re very fortunate to have a beautiful nineteenth-century fourth-order Fresnel lens
Harbor Lighthouse. Most of these extraordinary so-called
classical glass lenses have been removed from lighthouses in recent decades, replaced
by various kinds of modern optics.

in use at Portsmouth
Astill
Benefit

Coast Guard Aids to Navigation Team South Portland recently gave permission for our
organization to take over the cleaning of the lens. On April 25, Ross Tracy, William
Marshall, and Jeremy D’Entremont spent a couple of hours cleaning the lens with the
prescribed solution of distilled water, alcohol, and Woolite. You can see the obvious
results in the before and after photos on the right below.

Portsmouth Harbor Beacon

Check out our newly
revamped web site at
www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org
BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Volunteer Training on Saturday, May 9
Would you like to help preserve our maritime history by donating a few hours of your
time this summer as a volunteer at Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse? We have 14 open
house days scheduled this season, more than ever before. We need volunteers to make it a
successful season.
You don't have to make any specific commitment. Even if you can help at only one open
house, your time is greatly appreciated.

Chair:
Ross Tracy

We've scheduled a volunteer training
day on Saturday, May 9, at 1:00 p.m.
We'll be meeting outside the gate to
Coast Guard Station Portsmouth Harbor
in New Castle. (Directions at
www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org.)
The training session will last around two
hours.

Vice Chair:
Joanne Yeaton
Secretary:
Sharon Mills
Treasurer:
Yvonne Zemotel

If you plan to attend, please email
Jeremy at nelights@gmail.com or call
603-431-9155 so we can get an idea of
attendance. If you miss the training, you
can still volunteer.

Members at Large:
Jackie Maurice
Pat Heffernan
William Marshall
Operations Manager
Jeremy D’Entremont

If you’d like to
donate to the
restoration of
Whaleback
Lighthouse, make
your check payable
to:

Whaleback
Committee of
FPHL
Send to:
Friends of
Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse, P.O.
Box 8232,
Portsmouth, NH
03802-8232
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You don't need to have any special skills to help at the open houses, but we can always use
people who enjoy learning about history and sharing their knowledge with the public.
We can also use help at this year's Market Square Day in downtown Portsmouth, which
will be on June 13. If you'd like to help, please let us know.

New Optic for Whaleback
Some of you may have noticed in recent months that the light exhibited from
Whaleback Lighthouse has been somewhat dimmer than usual. The decrease in
brightness is due to the fact that the Coast Guard has discontinued use of the
underwater cable that provided electricity to the lighthouse. The light has been
operating on a temporary solar power system. A permanent solar power system will
be installed by early summer, along with a new LED unit known as a Vega VLB-44.
Last year, White Island Light in the Isles of Shoals became
one of the first lighthouses in the U.S. to receive a VLB-44
optic. With this latest change, the range of the light at
Whaleback will increase noticeably.
Right: The VLB-44 LED optic at White Island. USCG ANT
South Portland photo.

Portsmouth Harbor Beacon

Travels with Sharon
By Sharon Mills
Our secretary, Sharon Mills, has photographed more than 1000 lighthouses around the
world. Here’s her latest report.
My husband Bob and I recently got back from our spring vacation to Florida and along
the Gulf coasts of Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and as far west as Galveston, Texas,
and then up north, past Houston to see a few lake lighthouses.
I climbed the newly rebuilt Cape St. George Lighthouse in Florida, which was still
awaiting the installation of a lens in the lantern room. We also took a charter boat out to
the Mobile Middle Bay Lighthouse in Alabama. In Louisiana, we found a shrimp boat
captain who was willing to take us out the six or so miles of Pass Manchac to photograph
the crumbling Pass Manchac Lighthouse on Lake Pontchartrain.
The most intriguing lighthouse we saw was a
private one by the side of a lake in Kemah,
Texas. As you can see from the photo (right),
its base was blown away by Hurricane Ike. It
was quite a sight.
I have seen quite a few damaged lights due to
storms, but never one that had the bottom only
blown away.
It was a great trip, and it leaves me with only
one unseen lighthouse from the top of Maine to
the end of Texas.
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We’re very grateful
to these generous
supporters of our
efforts.
Pat & Kaye
Heffernan
Norm & Cyne Bosse
John & Donna
Bedard
Paul & Barbara Kohl
David & Colleen
McKee
Arnold White, seen
below with his wife,
Louise, was keeper at
Whaleback Light
(1921–41) and
Portsmouth Harbor
Light (1941–46). He
once explained his
general philosophy of
lightkeeping: “The
government tolerates
no excuses. You
must anticipate
trouble and have
spare parts on hand at
all times.”

Bedard Photo Lends a Hand
Bedard Photo – the husband and wife team of John and Donna Bedard – live and work
in the beautiful Berkshires of western Massachusetts. They’ve specialized in New
England scenes including farms, waterfalls, fall foliage, and more.
The Bedards also enjoy photographing coastal scenery, and they’re showing their
appreciation for “our” lighthouse by donating a portion of all sales through their website
to Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse.

Visit www.bedardphoto.com today!

Courtesy of
Chuck Petlick

FRIENDS OF PORTSMOUTH
HARBOR LIGHTHOUSE
P.O. Box 8232
Portsmouth, NH 03802-8232

NAME
Street Address
City, State 00000

Whaleback Ownership Celebration
Check out our newly
revamped web site at
www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org !
You can also join us on
Facebook.
E-Mail:
FPHL@lighthouse.cc
A Chapter of the
American Lighthouse
Foundation
www.lighthousefoundation.org

Our stewardship of Whaleback Lighthouse
in Kittery, ME, was celebrated at the Parish
House of Kittery's First Congregational
Church on Saturday, March 7. About 100
lighthouse buffs and interested local
residents were on hand for the historic event.
Hannaford Supermarket of Portsmouth
donated an assortment of baked goods for
the event.
Bob Trapani, executive director of the American Lighthouse Foundation (ALF), was one of
the speakers at the event. !”S!i!m!p!l!y! !p!u!t!,!”! !h!e! !said!,! ! “A!L!F! !w!o!u!l!d! !n!o!t! !b!e! !t!h!e! !s!u!c!c!e!s!s!f!u!l!
!o!r!g!a!n!i!z!a!t!i!o!n! !t!h!a!t! !i!t! !i!s! !t!o!d!a!y! !w!i!t!h!o!u!t! !t!h!e! !s!u!p!p!o!r!t! !o!f! !d!e!d!i!c!a!t!e!d! !v!o!l!u!n!t!e!e!r!s! !-- p!e!o!p!l!e! !j!u!s!t! !l!i!k!e! !y!o!u!,!
!w!h!o! !c!a!r!e! !d!e!e!p!l!y! !a!b!o!u!t! !s!a!v!i!n!g! !o!u!r! !l!i!g!h!t!h!o!u!s!e! !h!e!r!i!t!a!g!e!.!” The keynote speaker was James
Gabbert, an historian for the National Park Service and the National Register of Historic
Places. Jim Pope, who was one of the last Coast Guard crewmen at Whaleback before its 1963
automation, entertained the audience with his description of life on the ledge, which he mostly
enjoyed in spite of the hard work involved. The love that area residents have for Kittery's
iconic lighthouse was plain to see at this event, and the support of the community will be
essential as the restoration project moves forward.

Membership in Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse
We’d love to have you as a member. Members receive discounts on FPHL merchandise at events, and receive our newsletter and emails with up-to-theminute news and announcements. Also, please let us know if you’re interested in volunteering at open houses or other events. To join, please fill out the
form below and mail with a check or money order (payable to Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse) and mail to Friends of Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse, PO Box 8232, Portsmouth, NH 03802-8232.
Annual dues (dues in all categories and other donations are tax-deductible):
Commissioner: $500 ___ Inspector: $250 ___ Keeper: $100 ___ Assistant Keeper: $50 ___
Family Membership: $25 ___ Individual Membership: $15 ___ Child Membership (12 or under): $5 ___
Name ______________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________ City/State: _______________________
Zip code: ___________________ Phone: _____________________ Email address: _________________________

