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Whaleback Update (cont. from page 4)
Check out our web site
at
www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org
You can also join us on
Facebook.
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Foundation
www.lighthousefoundation.org

The brick lining is in fair condition with some repair and repointing needed. The cast-iron
lantern has significant rust from water entry and needs significant repair, as do the circular
stairs in the tower. The iron beams that support the floors also need repair or replacement.
The wood structure in the floors has significant rot that needs attention. The finish floors are
also compromised, but there are beautifully beaded wood ceilings that could be restored.
There are broken glass panels at the lantern, and we found the lowest window opening had
just the remnants of mortar left. The glass blocks, amazingly, have stayed in place and have
been temporarily stabilized with silicone adhesive.
Progress of recommendations: We are studying options for temporary stabilization of the
lantern using a waterproof membrane to prevent further rust. Permanent repair of the castiron lantern structure will be logistically difficult, but we’re working on strategies.
Windows, stairs, and floors are straightforward repairs, but another challenge is accessing
the ledge with a dock and gangway system. We’ll keep working with the goal of restoring
and getting public access to this notable structure.

Membership in Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse
We’d love to have you as a member. Members receive discounts on FPHL merchandise at events, and receive our newsletter and emails with up-to-theminute news and announcements. Also, please let us know if you’re interested in volunteering at open houses or other events. To join, please fill out the
form below and mail with a check or money order (payable to Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse) and mail to Friends of Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse, PO Box 8232, Portsmouth, NH 03802-8232.
Annual dues (dues in all categories and other donations are tax-deductible):
Commissioner: $500 ___ Inspector: $250 ___ Keeper: $100 ___ Assistant Keeper: $50 ___
Family Membership: $25 ___ Individual Membership: $15 ___ Child Membership (12 or under): $5 ___
Name ______________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________ City/State: _______________________
Zip code: ___________________ Phone: _____________________ Email address: _________________________

2010 Schedule of
Open Houses at
Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse
Every Sunday, 1:00
p.m. to 5:00 p.m., from
May 30 through
October 11.
Watch our website for
special added dates.
Admission to climb the
lighthouse is $4 for
adults and $2 for
children 12 and under.
Children less than 42
inches tall are not
permitted to climb to the
top.

Portsmouth Harbor Light Added to National Register
The United States Secretary of the Interior has
honored Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse with
placement on the National Register of Historic
Places. The National Register of Historic
Places is the nation's official list of cultural
resources worthy of preservation. The
lighthouse is listed in the National Register
along with the associated keeper's dwelling
(1872) and oil house (1903).

Watch for our
schedule of 2010
cruises and events, to
be announced!

This is exciting news because it brings
deserved attention to the lighthouse, and also
because it means the organization is now
eligible for certain grants that require National
Register status.

Lighthouse Art
Raffle Continues

Our sincere thanks to the New Hampshire
Division of Historical Resources and the U.S.
Coast Guard, who played major roles in
making this happen.

You can buy tickets for
our 2009 Lighthouse Art
Raffle right up until the
drawing on December
12.
First prize is an original
artwork by artist Randall
Peterson depicting
Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse, valued at
$1600. Second prize is a
framed artist's proof print
of the painting
“Endeavour’s Run” by
Julia O'Malley Keyes.
Tickets are $5 each or 3
for $10. Visit our website
for full details.
www.portsmouthharborli
ghthouse.org

Holiday Arts & Crafts Fair on December 6!
We’re holding our first Holiday Arts & Crafts Fair at the Casey Function Center at 1950
Lafayette Road (Route 1) in Portsmouth, NH, on December 6, 2009, from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. Come browse photography, paintings, cards, clothing, jewelry, and a variety of
homemade gifts!
This is your chance to benefit lighthouse preservation while doing your Christmas
shopping. We'll also have lighthouse-related merchandise for sale -- books, baseball caps,
t-shirts, pins, and more.
At this writing, the vendors include Virginia Souza, artist (lighthouse and Christmas
prints, cards, and original miniature paintings); Tammy Dobrosielski (photography and
papercrafts); Harold Whitehouse (he’ll be signing copies of his book Home By Nine: The
Real South End, about growing up in Portsmouth, NH, in the 1930-50 era); Pam Sawin
(unique decorative home accents, collectibles, gifts, and stationery); Amy Wallace
(jewelry, greeting cards, photography); Donna Mangeri (crocheted items; bags and
baskets); Tammy Shackford (jewelry, crocheted scarves, Patriots and Celtics aprons);
Ross Tracy (photography), and William Marshall (photography).
Also at the event will be Heidi Barnes, gold specialist - bring your unwanted gold for a
free appraisal. If you decide to sell, Heidi will write you a check on the spot!
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2009 in Review
By Ross Tracy, Chairman of Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse
As 2009 begins to wind down, we can reflect back on a year that saw many changes in our surroundings. A
new leader entered the White House, our country’s economy hit rock bottom, and we had just emerged from
a shroud of record gas and oil prices in 2008. The past year was particularly difficult in the non-profit
sector, as donations were at an all-time low as many of us struggled to balance our own financial worlds.
Beginning with our board meeting at the end of 2008, we took a giant leap into uncharted waters and set
some pretty lofty goals for 2009. We opted to add Tuesday open houses, every week from June through
August, we added a Tuesday night cruise on the Piscataqua from June through September, and we doubled
our weekend open houses to just about every other week. Throw in a few haunted open houses, our regular
sunset cruises and our five lighthouse cruise, and we definitely had our work cut out for us. By the way,
we also adopted Whaleback Lighthouse after the ALF acquisition and began steps towards that restoration,
as well.
Though these trying economic times made it difficult to manage the financial aspects of our organization,
we had a pleasantly surprising amount of positive things that made it much easier for us to trudge solidly
though the mire that included:
-

Almost 3,000 visitors at open houses this year
Twenty-five different people stepping up as volunteers for us this year
An increase in our annual memberships
United Way volunteers painting the walkway
A grant from the New England Lighthouse Lovers (NELL)
Portsmouth Lighthouse being added to the National Register of Historic Places
Holding the first ever rock concert at the lighthouse with The Sea Captains

We certainly hit some bumps along the way and the weather played a big role in the cancellation of a few
events and even an open house, but we still rolled on and continue to prepare for some final events of the
season, including a Holiday Arts & Crafts Fair on December 6th. Given the hiccups along the way, the
season would not have been as successful if it weren’t for the efforts of:
Captain Neil Odams of Captain & Patty’s Cruises, who graciously donated his time, fuel, and boat
for our Tuesday evening cruises.
Ron Kolek of the New England Ghost Project, who was instrumental in our haunted open houses
and ghost hunt events.
Our Operations Manager, Jeremy D’Entremont who personally handles the details of our many
events and day-to-day operations.
Our troop of volunteers that came in numbers and helped us at our open houses and events.
Our board of directors, who continue to make the tough decisions and maintain the focus and
positive direction of the organization.
A big “thank you” to those we mentioned, and thanks to our visitors and members for supporting our
common goal of lighthouse preservation.
As we prepare to jump into 2010, we bring with us new ideas and new opportunities as well as knowledge
of what worked and didn’t work for us the previous year. Check back with us in the off-season by visiting
us on our website or follow us on Facebook and Twitter to get the latest information. Thank you for a great
season, we’ll see you next spring!

New Board Members
At a meeting of our board of directors on November 1, two new Directors at Large were added to
our board: Ron Kolek and Jim Cerny. Jim, a resident of New Castle, NH, is retired from a career in
computing support at the University of New Hampshire. Since retiring, he’s pursued digital
photography and local history. He’s an active participant in the online newsletter Rye Reflections
(ryereflections.org) as a writer and photographer. He’s currently vice president of the New Castle
Historical Society and a cemetery trustee in New Castle.
Ron, who lives in Dracut, Massachusetts, is the founder and lead investigator of the New England
Ghost Project. In addition to hosting Ghost Chronicles on Ghostvillage Radio and ITunes, he hosts a
weekly internet radio show on Toginet.com, and writes monthly newspaper columns. His new book,
co-written with Maureen Wood, is Ghost Chronicles. In recent years, Ron has organized a number
of fundraising events for Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse. He has had a longtime interest
in history.
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Help us paint the
lighthouse!
2009 was a great
year for us in many
ways, but we took in
less money than we
had anticipated due
to bad weather that
caused the
cancellation of
several of our
events. We’ve had to
put off the painting
of the lighthouse for
now, but we need to
get the job done in
2010.
We need your help!
Please consider a
year-end gift to help
us get this important
work done. Also,
please let us know if
you’re interested in
our business partner
program and we’ll
provide the details.
You can donate on
our website, or by
sending a check
(payable to Friends
of Portsmouth
Harbor Lighthouse)
to us at P.O. Box
8232, Portsmouth,
NH 03802-8232.
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Our sincere thanks
to Neil Odams of
Captain and
Patty’s Cruises of
Kittery Point,
Maine, who
donated a weekly
sunset cruise to our
organization
during the 2009
season.
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The Sea Captains Rock the Lighthouse
On October 25, the pop-rock band The Sea Captains played an album release show
next to the walls of Fort Constitution in New Castle, New Hampshire, near
Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse. The event followed our last open house of the season
at the lighthouse. It’s likely that this was the first rock concert in nearly 400 years of
history at the fort. The show probably awakened a ghost or two!
Special thanks to the U.S. Coast Guard and all the volunteers who made the event
possible. For more on The Sea Captains, see www.theseacaptains.com.
Below right (L to R): band members Adam Flaherty, Carl Hansen, Marty Morrissey,
Tim Collins, and Chris St. Lawrence. Photo by Jennifer L. Kearns.

Neil was honored
with a Len Hadley
Volunteerism
Award at the
American
Lighthouse
Foundation’s 15th
anniversary dinner
in November.
Watch our website
and upcoming
newsletters for our
cruise schedule in
2010!

New Technology for Whaleback
In October, the U.S. Coast Guard Aids to Navigation Team from South
Portland, Maine, completed upgrades to the light and foghorn systems at
Whaleback Lighthouse. A daylight control unit activates the new solar
powered optic, a VLB-44 (LED) beacon manufactured by Vega Industries of
New Zealand. The light had operated 24 hours in years past, but it’s now on
only at night.
The new fog signal system is the first of its kind in Maine. It uses a VHF
receiver to activate a relay that sends power to the horn for a duration of 45
minutes.
According to Senior Chief
Sean Walsh, officer in
charge of U.S. Coast
Guard Aids to Navigation
Team South Portland, “All
the mariner needs to do is
turn their own VHF radio
to channel 79 and press
the microphone five times
to activate the horn.”
At left, the new VLB-44
(LED) optic at Whaleback
Lighthouse, installed in
October. Photo by Deane
Rykerson.
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NECN at
Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse
On October 30,
reporter Lauren
Collins of New
England Cable News
visited Portsmouth
Harbor Lighthouse
for a report that
emphasized the
stories of spooky
hauntings at the site,
just in time for
Halloween. Our
operations manager,
Jeremy
D’Entremont, and
board member Ron
Kolek appeared in
the report.
You can see the
report online at
NECN.com –
just use the search
box on the front page
and search for
Portsmouth
Lighthouse.

Fall 2009
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Travels with Sharon
By Sharon Mills
Our secretary, Sharon Mills, has photographed more than 1000 lighthouses around the world.
Here’s her latest report.
My husband Bob and I decided to visit another American
Lighthouse Foundation-affiliated lighthouse toward the end of their
season this year, so we made reservations to be taken by boat to the
Wood Island Lighthouse out of Biddeford Pool, Maine. In order to
be allowed to go on the tour, every participant had to read and sign
an agreement to follow the safety rules while on the island. Next we
boarded a small boat from a boat launch in town. The boat lands at
a ramp and boathouse before the group is taken over a wooden
plank walkway across the island to where the lighthouse station
stands.
The day we went it was overcast with clouds that
threatened to rain, but we were blessed to have the
rain hold off during our tour. There were several
volunteers on hand to share history and show past
photos of the light station, similar to what we do at
Portsmouth Harbor light. When we arrived at the light
station, the tour group was split up and only 5-6
people were allowed to climb the tower with the
volunteer at one time. The railing they had specially
made and installed for safety in climbing the stairs
was beautifully crafted out of one piece of wood that
was twisted to fit the curve of the stairway.
The preservation group has done a nice job up to this point of restoring the tower so it can now
be climbed. The keeper’s house, which is attached to the tower by an enclosed walkway, is
also open. Although not yet fully restored, each room has posters about various aspects of the
light station’s history, restoration etc. One of the former keepers who had been married on the
island two years earlier happened to be on this tour with his wife. He was dressed in a
lightkeeper’s uniform that he’d worn on his wedding day. One of the other visitors that day
was the granddaughter of a former keeper. Her father, who is no longer living, was a teenager
when his dad was the lightkeeper. She had never visited the island before and was very
excited to get there at last. On our way back across the island to be returned to the mainland, a
few visitors saw a buck and doe leap over the walkway and disappear into the brush.
Because of the island setting, not as many volunteers are needed at
one time. Reservations are highly recommended since only a certain
number of visitors can be taken to the island at one time and there is
a set schedule of when open houses are held. As a volunteer
myself, it was interesting to see how a sister group functions in a
different setting.
For the history and more information about going on a tour of this
lighthouse, go to www.woodislandlighthouse.org or
www.lighthousefoundation.org.
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Whaleback Lighthouse Update
In late 2008, ownership of Whaleback Lighthouse in Kittery, Maine, was awarded to the
American Lighthouse Foundation and its local chapter, Friends of Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse. The following is an update on the Historic Structure Report by architect Deane
Rykerson.
The preservation team for the Whaleback Lighthouse Historic Structure Report surveyed the site
on September 17. The group consisted of Deane Rykerson AIA (Preservation Architect,) John
Wathne (Structural Engineer), Ivan Myjer (Stone Consultant), and Sara Wermiel (Architectural
Historian). Also making the trip were Jeremy D'Entremont and William Marshall of Friends of
Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse.

Check out our website at
www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org
BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Chair:
Ross Tracy
Vice Chair:
Joanne Yeaton

Neil Odams of Captain and Patty’s Cruises provided
transportation. Investigation of the site and the historic
record revealed some interesting information.

Secretary:
Sharon Mills

Site: This ledge is an intriguing intersection of waves and
currents at the entrance of Portsmouth Harbor. Waves and
surf often wash the ledge from different directions, making
landing there very difficult.

Treasurer:
Yvonne Zemotel

Tons of rocks have been moved to protect the ledge at least
three times in the past 140 years. Multiple shipwrecks are
recorded at this location. No wonder a lighthouse was
needed here.
Left: Accessing the lighthouse on September 17, 2009. Photo
by William Marshall.
History: The first “Whale’s Back Light” at this location was the first wave-swept lighthouse in
the nation to stand for any length of time. It was completed in 1830, built by the same
contractors who built the Newburyport Custom House. Wave action was a continuing stress to
the structure and the need for a rebuild became clearer over the years. Construction of the present
lighthouse began in 1870 and was completed in 1872. Whaleback is an impressive granite
structure, using not only interlocking dovetailed stone, but also a very early use of integrated
concrete and stone, creating a composite stronger than either of the materials used alone. The
first light was kept for eight years and an adjoining cast-iron fog signal was built in 1878. The
original lighthouse was taken down in 1880 and the fog signal structure was removed in the late
1960s.
Structural condition: The granite shell is in
amazingly good condition, with the exception
of areas where iron and steel fasteners are
used. When ferrous materials rust, they
expand to ten to twenty times the volume of
the original material.
This “rust jacking” has cracked some of the
granite window lintels, and many of the
stones where the lantern is anchored. The
granite mortar was found to be Rosendale
(“natural”) cement with later additions of
Portland Cement and lead beading.
Continued on page 6
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Members at Large:
Jackie Maurice
Pat Heffernan
William Marshall
Jim Cerny
Ron Kolek
Operations Manager:
Jeremy D’Entremont

If you’d like to
donate to the
restoration of
Whaleback
Lighthouse, please
make your check
payable to:

Whaleback
Committee of
FPHL

L to R: Deane Rykerson, John Wathne, Sara
Wermiel, Ivan Myjer.

Send to:
Friends of
Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse, P.O.
Box 8232,
Portsmouth, NH
03802-8232

