2009 Portsmouth
Harbor Lighthouse
Open House
Schedule
Saturdays, 1:00
p.m. to 5:00 p.m. May 30, June 13,
June 27, July 11,
July 25, Aug. 8,
Aug. 22, Sept. 5,
Sept. 19, Oct. 3,
Oct. 17

New Keepers for Whaleback
The nonprofit American Lighthouse Foundation (ALF) and its chapter, Friends of Portsmouth
Harbor Lighthouse (FPHL), are the proud, new “keepers” of Maine’s Whaleback Lighthouse,
a 50-foot granite tower that stands sentinel on a wave-swept ledge at the entrance to the
Piscataqua River, marking the approach to Portsmouth Harbor.

To climb the lighthouse, a
donation of $2 for adults
and $1 for children is
suggested. No children
less than 42 inches tall are
permitted to climb to the
top.

The U.S. Secretary of the Interior accepted the National Park Service’s recommendation that
ALF be awarded ownership of Whaleback Lighthouse through the National Historic
Lighthouse Preservation Act in November 2008.

Join us for a
lighthouse cruise
from Rye Harbor!
Sunset Cruises
June 19 and July
24, 2009, 7:00 p.m.

Join us aboard the M/V
Granite State for a
narrated cruise past three
lighthouses and the
historic Isles of Shoals.
Tickets are $20.
Five Lighthouses
Cruise
Sept. 12, 2009,
8:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

This narrated cruise will
pass close to White Island
Light, Boon Island Light,
Cape Neddick Light,
Whaleback Light, and
Portsmouth Harbor Light.
$35 for adults and $25 for
children under 12.
Visit www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org for
details.
Call (603) 964-5545 for
reservations.

In a letter to ALF, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Dirk Kempthorne noted, “I applaud the
commitment of the American Lighthouse Foundation to the preservation of our nation’s
maritime heritage in accepting ownership of Whaleback Ledge Light.”
The lighthouse was declared excess property in 2007 and made available to a suitable new
steward under the provisions of the National Historic Lighthouse Preservation Act of 2000.
ALF and its chapter, FPHL, subsequently submitted an application to the federal government
to obtain ownership of the iconic 1872 beacon. The Coast Guard will continue to maintain the
active light and fog signal along the related equipment.
“Tackling the challenges that come with the stewardship of an offshore lighthouse will take
time, dedication, and teamwork,” says FPHL chairman Ross Tracy. “As a chapter of the
American Lighthouse Foundation, Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse is committed to
being a part of the passionate team that will ensure a bright future for Whaleback Lighthouse.
Many thanks to the federal government for entrusting our organization with this priceless
treasure.”
Whaleback Lighthouse, which is readily visible from shore, is a rugged structure located in
fast moving waters. The tower is subject to the fury of the sea during storms; waves buffet the
lighthouse and sometimes exceed its 50-foot height, to the astonishment of many viewing the
scene from land.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Whaleback Lighthouse Ownership Celebration
Saturday March 7, 2009, at 1:00 p.m.
First Congregational Church, 23 Pepperell Rd., Kittery, Maine
Join the American Lighthouse Foundation and its chapter, Friends of Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse, for a fun, informational, and historic event to celebrate the ownership transfer of
Maine's Whaleback Lighthouse.
This event will feature a presentation on the history of Whaleback Light. Joining ALF
representatives will be Jim Gabbert, historian for the National Register of Historic Places.
Admission is free and no reservations are needed. Light refreshments will be served. For more
information, visit www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org or call 603-431-9155.

Jackie Maurice
Pat Heffernan
Paul Conlin
Roxie Zwicker
Operations
Manager
Jeremy
D’Entremont

PizzaFest with Music by Shannachie
Benefit for Whaleback Lighthouse
AABenefit
Saturday May 16, 2009, at 6:00 p.m.
Kittery Lions Club, 117 State Road (Route 1), Kittery, Maine

Shannachie

If you’d like to
donate to the
restoration
of Whaleback
Lighthouse,
make your check
payable to:
Whaleback
Committee of
FPHL
send to:
Friends of
Portsmouth
Harbor
Lighthouse, P.O.
Box 8232,
Portsmouth, NH
03802-8232.

Join the Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse for a unique and tasty event! Sample the
best offerings from pizza restaurants in the Portsmouth/Kittery area. More than 12
restaurants will be taking part. Along with pizza, there will be salad, soft drinks, and
cookies. There will also be a silent auction with great prizes.
Music by Shannachie will enliven the evening. Pat Heffernan (guitar, vocals, songwriter,
shenanigans) and Patrick Keane (bass, banjo, vocals, and "ham") make up Shannachie. Since
1995, they’ve been having fun entertaining people with Irish pub sing-along songs all over
New England.
You can buy tickets online at www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org, or you can send a
check for $20 per ticket, made out to: Whaleback Committee of FPHL, to: Friends of
Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse, P.O. Box 8232, Portsmouth, NH 03802-8232. Advance
tickets are recommended. If space is still available, tickets will be available at the door. See
www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org or call 603-431-9155 for more information.

Help us Paint Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse!
The maintenance of an historic structure in a harsh marine environment presents a constant
challenge. The exterior of the lighthouse was last repainted in 1998. We're hiring a qualified
company to repaint the lighthouse this fall, at a cost of more than $33,000.
You can help pay for this important work with your generous donation. You can donate
online through our web site, or you can send a check made payable to Friends of Portsmouth
Harbor Lighthouse to FPHL, P.O. Box 8232, Portsmouth, NH 03802-8232.

Portsmouth Harbor Beacon
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In Search of Lake Lighthouses
By Sharon Mills
As the secretary of FPHL and a regular volunteer at open houses, I am grateful to be
able to have the opportunity to be involved in preserving a lighthouse. The vacations
my husband, Bob, and I take are all centered around locating and photographing
lighthouses, and it is heartwarming to see other lighthouses that have been preserved
and are open to the public because of volunteers.
We have visited more than 1,000 lighthouses located along the East Coast, along the
Gulf Coast, around the Great Lakes including the Canadian shores, as well as lights
in New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, PEI, Ontario, and Quebec, Canada. It is getting
more difficult to find new lighthouses within traveling distance to visit, so last
summer we investigated the location of a number of smaller lake lights throughout
New York State and several on Grand Lake St. Mary’s, Ohio. Some of the lights
were small and privately owned, while others were quite impressive and the center of
recreation areas. We found 15 lake lights in all – each different – some well cared for
and others in disrepair. In most cases, it is the caregivers and volunteers that make
the difference between whether a lighthouse remains standing or is lost to us forever.
There is always a need for more volunteers.
It is wonderful to see young people visit and make memories while learning about the
history behind the lighthouses. If you are considering what you might do to make a
difference in our world, I encourage you to become a volunteer at our open houses
and keep history alive.
If you’d like to volunteer, call 603-431-9155 or email nelights@gmail.com.

Portsmouth
Harbor Light
In 1957

Henry Cuskley
was keeper of
Portsmouth
Harbor Light
from 1916 to
1941. During his
tenure, a
destroyer and a
submarine both
went aground
near the
lighthouse.

Henry
Cuskley
Courtesy of
Chuck Petlick

Two rarely seen lighthouses: Left, Shoal Point Lighthouse in the
Adirondacks outside Eagle Bay, New York. Right, Celina Lighthouse on
Grand Lake St. Mary's, Ohio. Photos by Sharon Mills.

Friends of
Portsmouth
Harbor
Lighthouse

P.O. Box 8232
Portsmouth, NH
03802-8232
Phone:
603-431-9155

New Keepers for Whaleback (cont. from pg. 1)
“For the thousands of people who visit the parks and forts on both the Maine and New
Hampshire sides of the Piscataqua River, and for the fishermen and pleasure boaters who pass
it every day, Whaleback Lighthouse is one of the most familiar and beloved icons of the
region,” says Jeremy D’Entremont, founder of the Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse.
“It stands as a memorial to the people who lived and worked on Whaleback Ledge for well
over a century. Its past is rich with stories of great sacrifice by its keepers and their families.
We look forward to working for the preservation of this historic structure. For the people in
the local communities and beyond, if you care about Whaleback Lighthouse, we want to hear
from you. If this effort is to succeed, we absolutely need your ideas, energy, and support.”
The American Lighthouse Foundation, a national lighthouse preservation organization
headquartered in Rockland, Maine, cares for 20 historic lights throughout New England,
including Whaleback. ALF’s efforts at Whaleback will encompass the restoration and
preservation of the historic tower, but will also include a community educational outreach
program, and eventually some form of public access to the offshore lighthouse.

www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org

An early 1900s
postcard of
Whaleback
Lighthouse and
attached fog signal
tower

E-Mail:
FPHL@lighthouse.cc
A Chapter of the
American Lighthouse
Foundation
www.lighthousefoundation.org

19postcard
andit comes to Whaleback Lighthouse,” says
“The general
public of
hasWhaleback
a real sense Lighthouse
of allure when
attached
signal
towerdirector. “It’s kind of like the lighthouse is almost close
Bob Trapani,
Jr.,fog
ALF
executive
enough to ‘touch’ from land and yet traditionally it’s been just out of reach offshore. That’s
all about to change now as our local chapter – Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse –
works with ALF on a day-to-day basis on the maintenance, preservation, and educational
facets of this unique project. Whaleback Lighthouse was automated in 1963, so you might say
that after four decades, the ‘keepers of the light’ have returned and are ready to make some
new and exciting history at the site.”
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