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On the bright, crisp, early afternoon of Sunday,
October 22, 2006, volunteers of the Friends of
Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse (FPHL) gathered
with visitors in New Castle, New Hampshire, to
celebrate the completion of a new 84-foot
walkway leading to the lighthouse. The walkway
project was made possible by a $15,950
donation by FPHL volunteers Kaye and Pat
Heffernan, made in memory of Kaye’s aunt,
Josephine Pauk.
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Since 1804, a succession of wooden walkways
has enabled keepers and visitors to enter the
lighthouse. The walkway has been rebuilt and
reconfigured many times over the years; the
most recent version was around 15 years old.
The walkway was developing structural problems
that were becoming safety issues. The
reconstruction was carried out by a crew from
Ricci Construction of Portsmouth. The deck of
the new walkway is Trex decking, a highly
durable material composed of recycled wood and
plastic.
At the dedication, FPHL co-chair Jeremy
D’Entremont stressed the valuable partnerships
FPHL has with the Coast Guard and the Town of
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New Castle.
D’Entremont introduced the station’s officer in
charge, Senior Chief Will Lindsay, who praised
the dedication of FPHL and called the group’s
volunteers the “new keepers of the lighthouse.”
New Castle Selectwoman Gene Doherty
commented on the fact that the open houses run
by FPHL have enabled thousands of New
Hampshire seacoast residents to climb the
lighthouse for the first time. The lighthouse has
long been a centerpiece of the local community,
but few had the opportunity to tour it until recent
years.
Kaye Heffernan then spoke of her aunt,
Josephine Pauk, a Navy veteran and lover of
nautical history. Following a ribbon cutting,
everyone was entertained by lively folk and Irish
music by the duo Shannachie, consisting of Pat
Heffernan and Patrick Keane.
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A large sheet cake bearing an historic image of
the lighthouse and walkway was shared along
with other donated goodies, and a stream of
visitors toured the lighthouse for the remainder of
the afternoon.

2007 Open House Schedule
The lighthouse will be open for public tours on the following dates in 2007:
Saturday, July 14, 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday. August 11, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Sundays, 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. - May 27, June 24, July 29, Aug. 26, Sept. 30, Oct. 14
No reservations are needed. Children less than 42 inches tall are not allowed to climb to the top, and adults are not permitted to carry
children up the stairs. Visitors get to climb to the lantern room to enjoy the magnificent view and to see the fourth-order Fresnel lens up
close. Volunteers will tell visitors about the history of the site, and there will be souvenirs for sale. A donation of $2 for adults and $1 for
children is suggested. There are 44 stairs to the watch room and a 7-rung ladder to the lantern room. Flat shoes (not sandals or flip-flops)
are required to climb the ladder into the lantern room. Directions to the lighthouse are available on our web site.

2007 Cruise Schedule
Lighthouse Sunset Cruise, Friday, June 15, 7:00 p.m.
This cruise will be aboard the M/V Granite State, leaving from Rye Harbor State Marina on Route 1A in Rye, New Hampshire. The
narrated cruise will leave at 7 p.m. sharp and will return between 9 and 9:30 p.m. There will be door prizes and raffles on board, in
addition to the viewing of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse, Whaleback Lighthouse, and the Isles of Shoals including White Island
Lighthouse. There is an onboard snack bar. Tickets are $20. Reservations are required; call Granite State Whale Watch at 603-9645545.
Five Lighthouses Cruise: Sunday, August 5, and Saturday, September 15, 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Come aboard the M/V Granite State for a five-lighthouse cruise on Sunday, August 5, and Saturday, September 15, from 8:30 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m. The boat will depart from Rye Harbor, on Route 1A in Rye, and will cruise close to Portsmouth Harbor Light,
Whaleback Light, White Island Light, Boon Island Light and the Cape Neddick "Nubble" Light. There is a snack bar onboard, and
there will be raffles and narration about the history of the lighthouses. Tickets are $35 for adults, $25 for children under 12. For
reservations, call Granite State Whale Watch at 603-964-5545. Directions to the boat are available on the Granite State Whale
Watch web site at www.granitestatewhalewatch.com.

Light Paint Art Show & Sale – August 25-26, 2007, 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Work by area artists and photographers will be for sale and on display at this very unique event at the recreation building at Great Island
Common, on Route 1B in New Castle, NH. The proceeds will make it possible for our organization to purchase paint and painting supplies
for the lighthouse. Participating artists are invited to join us for a day of inspiration at the lighthouse from 12:00 noon to 3:00 pm on
Saturday August 18, 2007. Contributing artists will have the opportunity to have a private tour of the lighthouse to be inspired for the event.
For more information, email Roxie at roxiez@comcast.net.

Haunted Lighthouses of the Seacoast Ghost Walks – October 10 and 18, 2007
Lonely lighthouse beacons beckon to you to listen to their ghostly tales. Your costumed storyteller will guide you along pathways of glowing
pumpkins by the ocean as you view local lighthouses shining their lights into the dark night. Walks begin at the New Castle Recreation Hall
adjacent to the Great Island Common Park in New Castle, NH. $10 for adults and $5 for children; each tour is about an hour. See
www.newenglandcuriosities.com for more details. Call 207-439-8905 or email roxie@newenglandcuriosities.com for reservations. These
walks usually sell out, so make your reservations early!
Other events are in the works, including a fundraising concert for our parent organization, the American Lighthouse Foundation. Watch our
web site at www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org for details!

Membership in Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse
We are an all-volunteer organization, but the ongoing care of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse (built in 1878) and related structures requires
your financial help. We’d love to have you as a member. Also, please let us know if you’re interested in volunteering at open houses or other
events. To join, please fill out the form below and mail with a check or money order (payable to Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse)
and mail to Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse, PO Box 8232, Portsmouth, NH 03802-8232.
Annual dues (dues in all categories and other donations are tax-deductible):
Commissioner: $500 ___ Inspector: $250 ___ Keeper: $100 ___ Assistant Keeper: $50 ___
Family Membership: $25 ___ Individual Membership: $15 ___
Name ______________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________ City/State: _______________________
Zip code: ___________________ Phone: _____________________ Email address: _________________________

