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Historic Photos and Logbook Donated

Chuck Petlick of New Castle is the grandson
and great-grandson of lightkeepers. His
great-grandfather, Leander White, was keeper
at Whaleback Light, Maine, for several years
beginning in 1879, and later was keeper at
Portsmouth Harbor Light from 1909 to 1915.

Chuck also donated a fascinating piece of the
light station’s history—a logbook that contains
“records of absences” of keepers from 1939 to
1945. Every time a keeper left the station — even
if it was just to go to church or to pick up a newspaper — they had to record it in this journal. The
book contains the records of keepers Henry
Cuskley and Arnold White.

Chuck Petlick
Leander’s son, Arnold White, was keeper at
waveswept Whaleback Light for an incredible
34 years (1907-41). He then spent four years
as keeper at Portsmouth Harbor Light.
Arnold’s sister, Mary, married Henry Cuskley,
who was keeper at Portsmouth Harbor Light
from 1915 to 1941.
The lighthouse after an early
December snowfall

Photo by William
Marshall

2006 Lighthouse
Open Houses:
All Sundays, 11 to 3
May 28, June 25,
July 30, August 27,
September 24
Other dates to be
announced

Henry Cuskley
Also included are some entries by a substitute
keeper named Charles U. Gardner. We had been
told about Mr. Gardner but didn’t have any official information about him. He served for a brief
period between keepers Cuskley and White.

Leander White with his wife, Elizabeth
In November, Chuck donated photos of
Leander White, Arnold White, and Henry
Cuskley to the Friends of Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse. We now have pictures of every
keeper from 1874 to 1948. As we develop permanent exhibits for the site, these photos will
be invaluable.

Arnold White and his wife, Louise
We’re extremely grateful to Chuck for his generous donation.
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2005: Another Great Season!

Volunteer Ross Tracy paints the
ceiling in the lighthouse watchroom
in April 2005

Volunteers Ross Tracy, Shirin
Pagels and Anthony Savino take a
well-deserved break

Volunteer Shirin Pagels at work

During the 2005 season, we welcomed well
over 1,000 visitors to the lighthouse during
seven open houses. We had our best-attended open house ever in July, with 300 people.
We held a sunset lighthouse cruise in June,
with the help of Granite State Whale Watch
of Rye, NH. The cruise was well attended
and we had a gorgeous evening for it.
We also had another successful year of the
ever-popular Haunted Lighthouses of the
Seacoast Ghost Walks at Great Island
Common in New Castle. This event, run by
volunteer Roxie Zwicker, is a big fundraiser
for FPHL and a fun way for the public to
learn about us.

In September, FPHL president Jeremy
D’Entremont gave a well-received presentation on the lighthouse’s history at the New
Castle Public Library.
All these events raise funds for lighthouse
preservation, which is vital. But beyond that,
they raise public awareness. People love
lighthouses, but how many have stopped to
think about the efforts that go into preserving
them today?
We hope that all those who visited the lighthouse or attended one of our events have left
with a better appreciaton for the importance of
lighthouses and their keepers to our history.

Looking Forward to the 2006 Season
We’ve set the dates for our open houses in
2006. All of them will be on Sundays, from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. We ask for a suggested
donation of $2 for adults and $1 for children. Children under 42 inches tall are not
allowed to the top. Be sure to wear flat
shoes!
Getting to the top of the lighthouse
requires climbing 44 steps and a short ladder.

Here are the dates: May 28, June 25,
July 30, August 27, and September 24.
We may add a date in October, and possibly at least one other date as a special event.
Watch our website for updates. We’re also
planning an art show for the summer of
2006 (date to be announced). We also plan
to offer at least one sightseeing cruise again
in 2006.

Lighthouse Maintenance

Lighthouse Walkway

Last spring, volunteers of Friends of
Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse, headed by
Ross Tracy, repainted much of the lighthouse’s interior. This included the stairs,
the wooden walls and ceiling in the watchroom, and the floor of the lantern room. It
was the most major painting project at the
lighthouse since 1998. The paint was
donated by the Portsmouth Sherwin
Williams store.
There are plans for further painting this
coming spring. The work will include
scraping and repainting some of the wooden surfaces of the 1903 oil house, which
was renovated last year.

Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse is built on a
rock located slightly offshore from Fort Point
in New Castle. An 88-foot wooden walkway
leads from shore to the lighthouse.
The present walkway is around 10 years
old. It’s sturdy, but hasn’t aged well. We’d
like to rebuild the walkway, which will cost in
the neighborhood of $15,000.
With the help of the American Lighthouse
Foundation, we’re exploring funding opportunities to finance this project.
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Lighthouses Gone Wild!

One of the bonuses you often get when you visit
lighthouses is the chance to observe birds and
other interesting coastal wildlife. Here are a few
examples.

A seagull enjoys a seafood lunch near Portsmouth
Harbor Light. Photo by William Marshall
Deer near Cape Hatteras Lighthouse, North C arolina.
Photo by Ross Tracy

William Marshall photographed this moose near
Marshall Point Light in Maine. “When the moose
turned and headed back toward me,” he says, “I
decided my best option was to go up on the porch of
the keeper's house. I did my best to hide behind a thin
porch column as he slowly walked by, paused at the
base of the stairs and stared out at the water.”

These wild turkeys were strolling near the entrance to
Coast Guard Station Portsmouth Harbor.
Photo by Jeremy D’Entremont

This harbor seal was relaxing near Portsmouth
Harbor Light when we were painting there in
April; we decided he was the “seal of approval.”
Photo by Jeremy D’Entremont

A hungry
great blue
heron near
Portsmouth
Harbor Light
Photo by
William
Marshall
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Call for Volunteers!

If you live near the New Hampshire seacoast region, and if you enjoy lighthouses and good company, we’d
love to have you join us as a volunteer at our open houses and other events. You don’t need to commit any
particular amount of time; all you need is a desire to help. If you’d like to volunteer, please email us at
FPHL@lighthouse.cc.

Lighthouse Keeper Gravesites
In recent months, we have located the gravesites of several of the keepers of Portsmouth Harbor Light. The grave
of Joshua Card, who was keeper from 1874 to 1909 and
retired at the age of 87, is near the front of New Castle’s
Riverside Cemetery.

At the Holiday Open House on December 3, 2005
FPHL Volunteers William Marshall, GJ Hicks-Grogan, Jeremy
D'Entremont, Ross Tracy, Bob Trapani (exec. dir. American
Lighthouse Foundation), and Sharon Mills
Photo by Ann-Marie Trapani

1841 Article

We recently found an article from the May 7, 1841, edition of
the New Hampshire Patriot and State Gazette. It’s a reminder
that lightkeeping positions were political appointments for many
years. The change of keepers described here occurred just after
William Henry Harrison was elected president. (Keeper Yeaton’s
salary of $350 was yearly, by the way.) Here’s the article:

Edward T. Yeaton of New Castle has been appointed
Keeper of the Light House at New Castle, vice Nath’l
Marston removed. Salary $350.00.
Mr. Marston, who is now so unceremoniously ejected, has always had the reputation of keeping an excellent light, has a large family to support, and is poor.
We understand a slander was propogated at
Washington, probably at the instance of his successor,
that Mr. M was intemperate; but this calumny has
been refuted by the signature of a a large number of
the citizens of New Castle and Portsmouth, testifying
to his correct habits. Indeed we have known Mr. M
more than thirty years and never before heard such a
charge against him.

Keeper Arnold White is buried in the same cemetery.
Keepers Leander White and Henry Cuskley are buried in the
Calvary Cemetery in the Plains section of Portsmouth.

Keeper Joshua Card
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FPHL Volunteers are True Keepers
By Bob Trapani, Jr.

Keeping the light shining is an effort that requires selfless
dedication and consistency on the part of volunteers. As history teaches us, the work of a lighthouse keeper was never
done, and in the same manner, the work of modern day keepers in lighthouse preservation similarly has no end. Given
this fact, Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse could not have finer
lightkeepers looking after it today than the Friends of
Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse.
Since assuming my new position as executive director for
the American Lighthouse Foundation on May 1, 2005, I have
made every effort to familiarize myself with our organization’s chapters and projects. I am proud to say that the
Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse are one of the
finest and most dedicated chapters of the American
Lighthouse Foundation.
Whether personally waiting in line during a Portsmouth
Harbor open house or attending an educational presentation,
one thing comes shining through – the FPHL volunteers love
what they do. From basic maintenance to sharing the lighthouse with the general public, they have an undeniable passion and talent for their project.
This was never more evident than during the open house
on December 3, 2005. With winds blowing 25 to 30 knots
and temperatures feeling like an icy 16 degrees due to the
wind chill factor, five hearty volunteers showed up and

New England Ghost Project

shared their festively decorated lighthouse with the public. Their
dedication — despite the inescapable bone-chilling cold conditions — would have made former Portsmouth Harbor keepers
like Joshua Card and Elson Small very proud.
Implementing effective lighthouse preservation and education
programs is never about being “convenient,” but rather applying
a selfless mindset to overcome any obstacle in order to keep a
lighthouse like Portsmouth Harbor looking good and embraced
by the general public. I am ecstatic that the FPHL volunteers are
not only up for this demanding task, but excel at it in all aspects.
As executive director for the American Lighthouse Foundation,
I am committed to assisting FPHL to perpetuate the legacy of this
wonderful historic site. I will continue to work with FPHL president Jeremy D’Entremont on securing future funding sources for
projects through charitable foundations and New Hampshire’s
Congressional delegation. I also look forward to my ongoing participation in the chapter’s educational initiatives and even picking up a paintbrush here and there during workdays as my schedule will permit.
By working together, ALF & FPHL are well on their way to
showing the lighthouse preservation community not only passion
in action but also a dedication to setting a standard of excellence
at Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse. I look forward to sharing
many more fine moments with all of you – keep the lights shining!

Lighthouses and ghosts just seem to go together. Two of
our volunteers say they’ve heard a male voice inside the
lighthouse tower when nobody else was around. Coast
Guard personnel have reported hearing footsteps upstairs
in the keeper’s house when nobody was there, and they’ve
seen shadowy figures moving around the station’s grounds
at night.
The New England Ghost Project, headed by Ron Kolek
and based in Dracut, MA, caught wind of our seemingly
haunted lighthouse and decided they wanted to do an
investigation. One evening in August, several investigators spent more than five hours exploring the tower, keeper’s house, and adjacent Fort Constitution. Included in the
group were medium Maureen Wood and “EVP” expert
Karen Mossey. (EVP stands for “electronic voice phenomena,” and concerns unexpected voices found in Maureen Wood, Karen Mossey, and Ron Kolek of the New England
Ghost Project in the watchroom of the lighthouse
recording media.)
The investigators utilized video, still photography (regular and infrared), electromagnetic field meters, and digiOur plan is to develop a public presentation to reveal the investital recorders. The results were—to say the least—startling, and indicate that our lighthouse may be haunted by gation results in their entirety. This will most likely happen somenot just one, but several spirits. The evidence was so time in 2006, so watch for future announcements.
intriguing that Ron Kolek would like to return at least one
more time for further investigation.

Portsmouth Harbor
Beacon
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Join the Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse

To become a member, please fill out the form below and mail with a check or
money order payable to Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse and mail to P.O.
Box 8232, Portsmouth, NH 03802-8232. As a member you will receive our
newsletter and email notices of events, and will be entitled to discounted admission
at some special events.

If you'd like to pay by credit card, please email FPHL@lighthouse.cc and we'll send
you an email invoice using PayPal.
Annual dues (dues in all categories and other donations are tax-deductible):
__ Commissioner: $500
__ Keeper: $100
__ Family Membership: $25

__ Inspector: $250
__ Assistant Keeper: $50
__Individual Membership: $15

Name ______________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________
City/State: ___________________________
Zip code: ___________________
Phone: _____________________
Email address: ____________________________
About Our Organization…
The Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse, a chapter of
the American Lighthouse Foundation of Wells, Maine, is
dedicated to preserving Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse,
along with the history of the lighthouse station and its
keepers, and to educating the public about this history.

Membership Chair: Ross Tracy

Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse
P.O. Box 8232
Portsmouth, NH 03802-8232

