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“May the sunrise give you hope
and inspiration,
The sunset, the comfort of a
day well spent.”
-- From The Lighthouse Keeper’s Wife,
by Connie Small.
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2005 Lighthouse
Open Houses:
May 29, June 26,
July 24, August 28,
September 25, and
October 23.
All Sundays, 11 to 3

Connie Scoville Small, known as the
"First Lady of Light," and the honorary
chairperson of Friends of Portsmouth
Harbor Lighthouse, died at 103 on January
25, 2005, at the Mark Wentworth Home in
Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
Connie was born in Lubec, Maine, on
June 4, 2001. She and her husband, Keeper
Elson Small, lived at several offshore
lighthouses in Maine between 1920 and
1946, including Lubec Channel Lighthouse
(1920-1922), Avery Rock Lighthouse
(1922-1926), Seguin Island Light (19261930), and St. Croix River Lighthouse
(1930-1946).
Connie grew up with the light from
Lubec Channel Light shining through her
bedroom window. The first time she visited
the lighthouse after marrying Elson, Connie
saw the thirty-foot ladder to the entryway
and told Elson she couldn't make the climb.
He simply told her, “Sure you can, I'll be
right behind you,” and “Look up, never
down.” Connie lived the rest of her life by
those words.

In 1946, Elson Small became keeper
of Portsmouth Harbor Light.Connie
described the view from the top of the
tower in her 1986 book, The Lighthouse
Keeper's Wife:
“I looked down forty feet to the little
white scallops of incoming tide washing
over the rocks, caressing each one
lovingly. ...We could look up the
Piscataqua River to Portsmouth, with its
gleaming white belfry of North Church, a
landmark for sailors, silhouetted against
the sky. ...At the center of the harbor was
Whaleback Lighthouse, and ten miles out
to sea from that was the lighthouse on
White Island, part of the Isles of Shoals.
Both sent their beams across the water.”

When Connie and Elson moved to
Portsmouth Harbor Light, it was their
first home on the mainland in their
married life. It was also the first light
station where they had electricity.
Continued on page 2.
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Connie Scovill Small, 1901-2005 (cont.)

Elson and Connie Small in front of
Portsmouth Harbor Light in the
1940s.

“Lighthouse Storm Stories”
March 27, 1 p.m. at the Anchorage
Inn in Portsmouth.
(Photo by Edward Rowe Snow)

Bill Wincapaw III, grandson of Capt. Bill
Wincapaw, the man who in 1929 started
the tradition of the “Flying Santa” to New
England’s lighthouses, with Connie Small
at Coast Guard Station Portsmouth
Harbor in December 2004.

Connie said that this was a thrill,
and that they went on an “electric
binge,” buying appliances for the
keeper's house. But at the same time,
there was some sadness when she saw
that she could turn on the light in the
lighthouse by simply pushing a button.
It was progress of a sort, but it was the
beginning of the end for lighthouse
keepers.
Connie and Elson Small left
Portsmouth Harbor Light in 1948 and
moved to Eliot, Maine. Elson died in
1960, and Connie went to work. For a
while she sold clothes at Foye's
Department Store in Portsmouth. She
then had a stint as a head resident at the
University of Maine in Farmington.
People urged to write down her
lighthouse memories, and she finally
published The Lighthouse Keeper's
Wife at the age of 85. The University
of Maine Press reissued it in a new
1999 edition.
Connie gave about 600 lectures to
schoolchildren and other groups on her
life at lighthouses. She loved to go to
Lighthouse Depot in Wells, Maine, to
meet people and sign books. She
signed thousands of her books over the
years.

The American Lighthouse
Foundation honored her with a “little”
party (300 people) at Yoken’s
restaurant in Portsmouth for her 100th
birthday. A group of fourth graders
from the Dondero School in
Portsmouth sang a song about
lighthouses to her.
On March 23, 2003, members of the
Friends of Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse gave recognition to their
guiding light, naming Connie the
Honorary Chairperson of our group.
We’ve all learned so much from
Connie, and we will strive to carry on
her life’s work of preserving
lighthouses and their history. The
world is a brighter place because
Connie Small was in it, and her bright,
guiding light will continue to inspire.

Honoring Connie Small by Preserving Lighthouses
By Sharon Mills, FPHL volunteer
This article was written by Sharon Mills a
short time before Connie Small passed away in
January 2005.
I became a lighthouse enthusiast just a few
years ago. My interest started when I began
photographing lighthouses wherever I found
them on trips. Then a friend sent me an old
Yankee Magazine article about a lighthouse
keeper and wife who had been stationed at
Portsmouth Harbor.
The keeper's wife was none other than our
honorary chairperson, Connie Small. I
mentioned this article to another elderly friend

who said she'd heard Connie speak and knew
where she resided. I was encouraged to
contact Connie and share my enthusiasm for
lighthouses, which I decided to do. So, in
1999 I met and visited with Connie for the first
time. She was then and remains an inspiration,
always full of lighthouse stories and an
encouragement to do my part to keep the
history and importance of lighthouses
continuing.
Since my first meeting with
Connie, I have personally photographed
almost 900 lighthouses in the states and
Canada and I currently am a member and
volunteer for Friends of Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse.
Continued on next page.
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Why I’m Involved
By Paul Conlin, FPHL Secretary
I believe the first lighthouse I had ever seen was the
Cape Neddick “Nubble” Light in York, Maine. My
wife and I went there on a day trip with my brother and
his wife. I was so inspired by the sight of this beautiful,
historic light! At the time I had no idea where that day
would lead me.

On subsequent visits to Maine I came across
Lighthouse Depot in Wells and was very impressed
with their gigantic assortment of lighthouse-related
merchandise. Soon afterwards I discovered Lighthouse
Digest magazine and all of the great articles and photos
in it. I was hooked!
A short time later I found Jeremy D’Entremont's
website “New England Lighthouses A Virtual Guide”
(www.lighthouse.cc) and learned a lot more about the
area’s lighthouses and the lighthouse community. I

had read about the American Lighthouse Foundation
(ALF) and its efforts to restore and preserve our historic
beacons for future generations, so I decided to join to
help them make a difference.
It was only natural when I heard that Jeremy wanted
to start a chapter of ALF to save the Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse that I volunteered to help. I then took an
active part in the formation of the Friends of Portsmouth
Harbor Lighthouse (FPHL), a new chapter of ALF. I
have been a proud member of FPHL ever since.
I have served as the Publicity/Newsletter Chair and
am currently the Secretary of the group. It gives me
great pleasure to attend our open houses at the light and
tell the visitors all about the lighthouse and its history,
and to try to answer all of their questions. The
volunteers are a friendly, dedicated group who are all
interested in preserving the light and its history. I will
always miss Connie Small, who was our Honorary
Chairperson and the “Guiding Light” of FPHL.
Little did I know that after joining ALF I would soon
become acting Secretary of the group, and that after a
year I would be elected Secretary of ALF. As some
people say, my interest in lighthouses has gone from a
hobby in the beginning to an obsession!
I am proud to be part of this group of wonderful,
friendly people who are all dedicated to the same cause
of saving our historic beacons for future generations to
enjoy!

Honoring Connie Small by Preserving Lighthouses (cont.)
My older grandchildren have met
Connie and have started to show an
interest in lighthouses, also. They have
enjoyed climbing to the top of the
Portsmouth Light during an open house,
and became the first children “citizens”
of
Boon
Island
[see
www.lighthousefoundation.org for more
on the “Republic of Boon Island”], and
have attended several other lighthouse
events. My granddaughter has written
reports in school about Connie and
lighthouses.
One of Connie's major concerns as
she grows older is to make sure that her
work is carried on by others. She
always reminds people that lighthouses
date back to 280BC with the Pharos of
Alexandria, and she wants to make sure
we will continue to preserve the

remaining lighthouses.
Connie has especially enjoyed
speaking to children through the years,
and now it's our turn to carry on this
important work and teach the children
about lighthouses and how important they
were and still are.
My friendship with Connie is what
sparked my concern to get more involved
in lighthouse preservation. My husband
and I still photograph lighthouses
whenever we go on vacation, but it has
been internally rewarding to be a part of
preserving one lighthouse in a more
concrete way. More volunteers and
financial contributors are always needed
to lighten the load. Connie may not be
with us many more years, but we can
honor her by keeping the light of her work
burning now and long after she is gone.

Connie Small in December 2004
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Join the Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse
To become a member, please fill out the form below and mail with a check or
money order payable to Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse and mail to P.O.
Box 5092, Portsmouth, NH 03802-5092. As a member you will receive our
newsletter and email notices of events, and will be entitled to discounted admission
at some special events.
If you'd like to pay by credit card, please email FPHL@lighthouse.cc and we'll send
you an email invoice using PayPal.
Annual dues (dues in all categories and other donations are tax-deductible):
__ Commissioner: $500
__ Keeper: $100
__ Family Membership: $25

__ Inspector: $250
__ Assistant Keeper: $50
__Individual Membership: $15

Name ______________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________
City/State: ___________________________
Zip code: ___________________
Phone: _____________________
Email address: ____________________________

President: Jeremy D’Entremont
Vice President: Joanne Yeaton
Treasurer: Toni Galvin
Publicity Chair: Paul Conlin
Fundraising Chair: Roxie
Zwicker

About Our Organization…
The Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse, a chapter of
the American Lighthouse Foundation of Wells, Maine, is
dedicated to preserving Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse along
with the history of the lighthouse station and its keepers, and
to educate the public about this history.

Membership Chair: Ross Tracy

Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse
P.O. Box 5092
Portsmouth, NH 03802-5092

