Spring 2004
Volume 2, Issue 1

Portsmouth Harbor Beacon
Newsletter of the Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse
A chapter of the American Lighthouse Foundation
www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org

Sea Smoke on the Piscataqua
January 2004 was one of the coldest
months on record in this area. On the
morning of January 9 the temperature was
two below zero with a biting wind that
made it feel much colder. That morning,
Aaron Foster, who works at the Coast
Guard’s Marine Safety Field Office inside
the former Portsmouth Harbor Light
keeper’s house, took some photos including
this one showing sea smoke rising from the
Piscataqua River. What exactly is sea
smoke? It’s fog that is formed when very
cold air drifts across relatively warm water.
Thanks to Aaron for the great photo!

Friends of
Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse
P.O. Box 5092
Portsmouth, NH
03802-5092
Email
fphl@lighthouse.cc

2004 Open Houses:
May 30, June 20,
July 18, August 15,
September 19 and
October 17.
All Sundays, 11 to 3

Connie Small Named Honorary Chairperson
Last spring, members of the Friends of
Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse (NH) gave
recognition to their “guiding light,” Connie
Small. Connie, who was born on June 4, 1901,
is the author of the book The Lighthouse
Keeper’s Wife. She and her husband, Keeper
Elson Small, lived at several Maine light
stations beginning in 1920. They finished their
lightkeeping career at Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse, where they were the last regular
keepers, in 1948. Since then Connie has given
nearly 600 lectures about lighthouses to groups
around New England.

be mailed to: Connie Small, Mark
Wentworth Home, 346 Pleasant St.,
Portsmouth, NH 03801-4536.

The citation presented to Connie reads as
follows:
“The Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse,
a chapter of the American Lighthouse
Foundation, do hereby name Constance Scovill
Small our Honorary Chairperson in recognition
of her many years of exemplary service at light
stations, including Portsmouth Harbor Light,
with her husband Elson Small.
“We also thank her for the inspiration she has
given so many through her book The
Lighthouse Keeper’s Wife and her lectures.
“Connie is a light for us all to follow.”
Cards for Connie’s 103rd birthday this June may

Left to right, Joanne Yeaton, FPHL vice
president; Paul Conlin, FPHL publicity
chair; Connie Small; and Jeremy
D’Entremont, FPHL president.
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2004 Open Houses and Events
We’ve got a full slate of open houses and
other events planned for this season. Our
monthly open houses will once again take
place from May through October, all on
Sundays and all from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
This year’s dates are May 30, June 20,
July 18, August 15, September 19 and
October 17.

“Lighthouse Storm Stories”
March 27, 1 p.m. at the Anchorage
Inn in Portsmouth.
(Photo by Edward Rowe Snow)

Photo by Ross Tracy, taken on our
2003 sunset cruise.

Visitors to our open houses get to climb to
the top of the tower to get a magnificent
view of Portsmouth Harbor and the
surrounding area. There is a suggested
donation of $2 for adults and $1 for
children. Flat shoes are strongly
recommended. Children under 36 inches
tall are not permitted to climb to the top,
and adults are not permitted to carry
children up the stairs.
We’re also having an early spring
fundraising event on Saturday, March 27
at the Anchorage Inn, 417 Woodbury Ave.,
Room 153, Portsmouth (at the traffic
circle). Friends of Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse President Jeremy D'Entremont
will present a multimedia lecture called
“New England Lighthouse Storm
Stories,”featuring dramatic tales from
famous storms like the Hurricane of 1938
and the Blizzard of 1978. We'll also have a
raffle and auction including Harbour
Lights collectibles. Refreshments will be
served.
The money raised from this event will go
the preservation of the light station. Tickets
are $10, $8 for members. Reservations
recommended -- call 603-431-9155 or
email FPHL@lighthouse.cc

And this year we’re planning two cruises.
On June 25 we’ll be holding a Sunset
Lighthouse Cruise on board the M/V
Granite State leaving Rye Harbor State
Marina in Rye, NH at 7 pm, returning at 9
pm. This cruise will provide close views
of the Isles of Shoals and White Island
Lighthouse, Whaleback Light, and
Portsmouth Harbor Light, with historic
narration by Friends of Portsmouth Harbor
Lighthouse President Jeremy D'Entremont.
We’ll also have raffles and door prizes, and
snacks and there’s a snack bar on board.
Tickets are $20, $18 for members of
Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse.
And on September 17 we’ll have another
cruise from Rye Harbor State Marina,
leaving at 4 p.m. and returning at 7 p.m.
On this one, besides viewing the
lighthouses we’ll travel farther on the
Piscataqua River for views of the
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and the
Portsmouth waterfront. There will be a
“Lighthouse Mystery” theme on this one,
too – keep an eye on our website at
www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org for
more details. We’ll have raffles and door
prizes on this one too. Tickets for this
cruise will be $22, $20 for members of
Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse.
If you’d like to make a reservation for
either cruise, please call 603-431-9155 or
email FPHL@lighthouse.cc. If you’d like
to know more about the M/V Granite State
or if you need directions to Rye Harbor
State Marina, check the Granite State
Whale Watch website at www.whalesrye.com.

Looking for information

Keeper Joshua Card
Courtesy of Strawbery Banke
Archives

We’re always on the lookout for more
information on the history of Portsmouth
Harbor Lighthouse, especially about the
keepers and families who lived at the
lighthouse until 1948. Joshua Card was
keeper for 35 years (1874-1909), and
Henry Cuskley was keeper for 26 years

(1915-1941), yet we have little
information about either of them. If you
can help with photos or information on
these or other keepers, we’d love to hear
from you.
You can email us at
FPHL@lighthouse.cc
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“Haunted Lighthouses of the Seacoast Ghost Walk”
By Roxie Zwicker
I was thinking of a fun fall fundraiser, so I
came up with the “Haunted Lighthouses of
the Seacoast Ghost Walk.” It was to be a
walk at night around the Great Island
Common in New Castle. I was going to be
the guide on this journey into the mysterious
past of the Seacoast, where the beacons of
Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse and
Whaleback beckoned to all in attendance to
hear their ghostly tales. After obtaining
permission from the Board of Selectmen in
New Castle, it was set.

haunted tales of pirates, shipwrecks, buried
treasure, lightkeepers and Isles of Shoals,
Boon
Island,
Portsmouth
Harbor,
Whaleback, and Nubble lighthouses. It was a
walk of about an hour with poetry, epitaphs
and a lot of ghostly lore. Portsmouth's
foghorn made a pleasant background
sound for the evening. The second walk that
night was a bit smaller, but went just as well.
The comments that night were great and
everyone enjoyed the walks.

The Town was kind enough to let us use their
recreation hall for the start of the event. We
had lighthouse souvenirs for sale along with
refreshments. Candles and glowsticks were
also available for those who really wanted to
participate. We had a dozen carved and
glowing pumpkins and a few interesting
ghostly scenes, including some tombstones
set up. The lighthouses put on their own
magical display and were the perfect
backdrop for the telling of tales.

A fierce storm moved out just in time for the
walks on the 29th. Both of these walks were
filled to capacity. The ocean put on a great
show with waves crashing in background.
After the final applause and thank yous were
given, I reviewed some of the feedback
forms I had put out for this walk. Comments
ranged from "very educational" to "had a lot
of fun and I will recommend it to everyone.”
I had heard from many people on the walks
that they have never seen their local
lighthouses at night, and some folks had not
even seen them at all.

The first walk on October 22, 2003 was
rather cold and a bit windy! But it was
booked solid. Foster's newspaper showed up
for complete coverage of the event. I
nervously took my first walk with 46 people!
They were enthusiastic, attentive and
accepting of all the pictures the photographer
was taking. We made our walk, I told my

A Lighthouse Wedding

Sue and Gordon in the watch room of the lighthouse
on their wedding day. Congratulations to them from
the Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse!

We raised just over $700 for both walks, and
we got some wonderful press. With the walks
being one of the featured Halloween themed
events on the cover of Showcase Magazine,
put out by Foster's Daily Democrat. The
walks will be back again this year, don't miss
out and come along -- if you dare!

We occasionally receive inquiries
from people wanting to hold a
wedding ceremony inside the
lighthouse. We pass these requests
along to the Coast Guard, and
generally small ceremonies are
allowed. If you’re interested in
such an event you should call U.S.
Coast Guard Station Portsmouth
Harbor at 603-436-4415. But we’d
still love to hear about it, so please
let us know, too!
One of the most recent weddings at
Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse was
that of Sue Ellen Rose and Gordon
Mark Bagnardi, who were united in

Roxie Zwicker and pirate “Captain
Ken” Zwicker lead a ghost walk on
October 22.

Part of the spooky setting for the
Ghost Walks at Great Island
Common in New Castle.

marriage on Saturday, October 25,
2003. Sue Ellen is the daughter of
John and Elaine Caponi of
Maltaville, New York. She is
employed at Riverbend Community
Mental Health in Concord, NH as a
vocational specialist.
Gordon is an employment
consultant for Moore Center
Services in Manchester, NH. Their
marriage was celebrated at the
Wentworth-by-the-Sea in New
Castle, NH.
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Board of Directors:

Join the Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse
To become a member, please fill out the form below and mail with a check or
money order payable to Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse and mail to P.O.
Box 5092, Portsmouth, NH 03802-5092. As a member you will receive our
newsletter and email notices of events, and will be entitled to discounted admission
at some special events.
If you'd like to pay by credit card, please email FPHL@lighthouse.cc and we'll send
you an email invoice using PayPal.
Annual dues (dues in all categories and other donations are tax-deductible):
__ Commissioner: $500
__ Keeper: $100
__ Family Membership: $25

__ Inspector: $250
__ Assistant Keeper: $50
__Individual Membership: $15

Name ______________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________
City/State: ___________________________
Zip code: ___________________
Phone: _____________________
Email address: ____________________________

President: Jeremy D’Entremont
Vice President: Joanne Yeaton
Treasurer: Toni Galvin
Publicity Chair: Paul Conlin
Fundraising Chair: Roxie
Zwicker

About Our Organization…
The Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse, a chapter of
the American Lighthouse Foundation of Wells, Maine, is
dedicated to preserving Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse along
with the history of the lighthouse station and its keepers, and
to educate the public about this history.

Membership Chair: Victor Tine

Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse
P.O. Box 5092
Portsmouth, NH 03802-5092

